
Acknowledged that God’s way was right. Luke 
7:29

I am exploring ways to mobilise people beyond the 
methods employed by most NGOs (which seek to 
ameliorate painful symptoms rather than alter the 
foundations of a corrupted social system.  Fred Harrison

The next step is to reconnect with a way of life that 
respects and includes the soul as well as the soil, 
and encourage values-based businesses that 
respect both the individual and the environment. If 
we understand the importance of these values, and 
how central they are to the world we will leave to our 
children and grandchildren, we will find new ways 
that business can support these very human needs, 
and create an economic model that is not solely 
concerned with “surface ecology” but is sustainable 
for our deeper selves and for the whole ecosystem. 
This is one of the greatest challenges. Llewellyn 
Vaughan-Lee

The Chinese model is a carbon copy of what was instituted in England 500 years ago. Back in the 
16th century, English monarchs alienated the land that was held in common by peasants in their 
village communities. The land grabs were designed to fund the ego trips of kings and their 
aristocrats – in the main, military adventures and the construction of opulent palaces. The outcome 
is inscribed in the UK’s finances today. The state budget is bankrupt (the sovereign debt is ever-
growing), and most people’s living standards are being reduced as private debts balloon beyond 
control. Who wins? The people who pocket the nation’s rents.  Fred Harrison.

China has 
‘unhooked’ from 
the dollar

Rush to the cyrpto 
currency market.

e.g. Quark

Bitcoins china docu.

Creation itself is now calling to us, sending us 
signs of its imbalance. If we acknowledge our 
sacred role as guardians of the planet we will 
see the power of our prayers, our capacity to 
reconnect the earth just as we have cut it off. 
We are the connection between the creator 
and the creation. This is the special role of 
human beings. Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee

We need to explore ways that businesses can 
serve humanity in its deepest sense, rather than 
creating a poverty of spirit as well as an 
ecological wasteland – develop an awareness 
that the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the 
energy we use are not just commodities to be 
consumed, but part of the living fabric of a sacred 
Earth. Then we are making a real relationship 
with our environment. Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee

“As we consider the need for bold initiatives by 
visionary leaders, we must also keep in mind the 
deeper questions that rarely find their way into 
political debates or public dis- course: What is the 
source of true happiness and well-being? What is the 
purpose of economic life? What does it mean to be 
human on a living spaceship with finite resources? 
What is the human role in the great drama of 
evolution’s continued unfolding?”  David Korten

Charles Eisenstein in Sacred Economics: 
“When we must pay the true price for the 
depletion of nature’s gifts, materials will 
become more precious to us, and 
economic logic will reinforce, and not 
contradict, our heart’s desire to treat the 
world with reverence and, when we 
receive nature’s gifts, to use them well.”

The one who gets wisdom loves life; the one 
who cherishes understanding will soon 
prosper. Proverbs 19:8

They are dogs with 
mighty appetites; they 
never have enough. They 
are shepherds who lack 
understanding; they all 
turn to their own way, 
they seek their own gain.  
Isaiah 56:11

We will work to replace a global system of 
economic competition with a global system of 
economic cooperation based on the sharing of 
beneficial technology and the right of the 
peoples of each nation to own and control their 
own economic resources to meet their needs for 
food, energy, shelter, education, health care, 
and other basic needs. We will work to protect 
the rights and health of working people and the 
environment everywhere.

“Adjust and accept 
diminished prosperity 
and austerity, in a life 
that includes two or 
three part time jobs, a 
perpetual job search 
in a declining 
economy, and the 
need to share 
housing with 
extended family or 
even strangers. And 
by the way, plan to 
join the underground 
economy”. Richard C. 
Cook.   Accept 
growing inequality 
and social and 
environmental crisis.

Jump on the bandwagon of a new international 
war! Hey, World War II got us out of the post1929 
depression, why not try that strategy again?

This model is democratising 
finance and energy systems

Prepare for chaos in the streets and a rightwing 
response of martial law and the suspension of 
our core doctrine the Bill of Rights.

Join a real and positive revolution—to reform a broken 
monetary system, rebuild our public infrastructure, and 
develop an income assurance strategy that gives everyone 
a chance at a future that provides for life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Richard C. Cook

“I don’t see myself as a leader, I see myself as a facilitator.  It’s 
up to the other people to come up with the solutions so that they 
are empowered.  I just help to orchestrate things.  Although I am 
clear on my mission, I don’t see myself separate to others, I 
am part of the whole system.”  Aman Singh.  Sustainable 
Livelihoods

A new way to invest small 
and large sums of money 
in a way where you can 
see exactly who it goes to 
and choose the way you 
get your return on 
investment

Economic models of growth and energy efficiency, often with 
accompanying “green” ideas, such as green technologies or 
green energy, to help our civilisation develop. This is the 
corporate image of sustainability, orientated almost solely 
towards our human prosperity, with images of material 
progress that the environment is seen as supporting.

“Transforming the 
Economy”                       
Value Based Economics:                    
A Call For Change

New Community 
Vision/ Kingdom 
of God/ Theology

New Reformation

Outrages Grace 
and Love (KEY)

Generosity

Reciprocity

Stewardship

Moral Imperative

Faith
New Hope

Values

Integrate those who are 
on the outside/ excluded/
Marginalised

Take care of the poor

Call to Action

Love & Act with Justice

Beyond 
Tribalism

Shalom

Love, Joy, and 
Peace is the way

Wholeness

Human Wellbeing & 
Flourishing

Non-violence

Restores and redeems

Humility

Transformation

Change People: Recovering 
true identity & discovering 
true vocation

Just and Peaceful 
Relationships

Simplicity

Fundamentals of 
a Sane Economy 
(CCMJ)

Prior Unity

Interdependence & 
Interconnectedness

Move from Obedience to 
the World to Obedience to 
God’s Kingdom

This will bring disobedience 
in practice as we challenge 
and refuse to obey unjust and 
illicit laws and systems

Follow the 
Holy Spirit

Trust & Vulnerability

Gratitude

New Worldview

Understanding the times and seasons

Engaging the Powers and Principalities

Anointed Prophetic/ Apostolic Leadership

New Vision/ Dreams
Possibilities

Jubilee Roadmap

CCMJ 
Initiatives

Better Future

What?

God’s Domination-Free Order

Kingdom value based 
economy & businesses 
(See economic Reform below)

Local Resilience

Local & 
National energy 
independence

Renewable 
energy

Good Energy
Retrofit 
buildingsRebuild 

Infrastructure on 
human scale Eco Homes

Self Build

Solar Greenhouse

Local food systems
Permaculture

Agroecology
Organic

Family Farms

Revitalise the Soil

City Farms

Starts with Food

Transition 
Towns 
Movement

Timeline

Sustaining

Community/
Personal & 
relational resilience

Equality
Strong 
middle class

True ownership 
society

Moral Understanding

Inclusive 
Justice

Social

Environmental

Usury free
No financial speculation

Economic

God is King 
and Lord

Prophetic 
Response

Puritan versus Quaker 
Influences - Johnny 
Enlow

Awake/ Arise/ Shine 7 Mountain Mandate?

Community/ 
Relationships 
is the answer 
to problems

Managing 
money

Compass 
Finances 
God’s way

War on Debt

Christians 
Against 
Poverty

4 ?s to ask 
Money

Ecology

Christian Faith 
& Economy

Fall & 
Salvation

The Just 
Third Way

Indwelling the new Kingdom of 
God in the world/ systems of 
the world  (Kingdom of God is 
here but yet to come)

Get out of Babylon

New Faith 
based Politics 

USA: 
Sojourners

Christian 
Democracy

Christian Peoples 
Alliance (CPA)

ECPMChristians 
on the Left

the CCF

Marshall Ganz

Simpol

The Money 
Reform Party

Be outraged & deal with 
Oligarchs and the 
Powers of this World

Great Turning: From 
Empire to Community

How Financial 
Oligarchy Replaces 
Democracy

Reverse the global 
race to the bottom

Class Warfare
Chris Hedges

Interview

Why Is America 
in Decline?  
Death of the 
Liberal Class

Underminers

Reconnect with 
God’s Creation

Sacred Economics

How can our relationship 
to money be transformed?

Usury free

Abundance, Blessings 
and Simplicity not 
Economic Growth

Gift Culture

Commons

Art of Simplicity
Being meek, humble, poor 
and peaceful (Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount)

Less is more?

Non-accumulation

A new materialism

Beauty, life and soul/ Spirit

Creativity

Art/ Poetry/ Music…

Gift

Connection

Gratitude, reverence and 
thankfulness for what we have 
received

Transformative Power of 
Gratitude: Katia Sol 

“Want to be happy? Be 
grateful”. David Steindl-Rast

Desire to give beyond 
measure/ sacrificially (Agape)

Leave the world a better place 
by bringing God;s Kingdom 
closer and more intimately

Building flourishing and 
caring relationships/ 
communities 

Prosperity - freedom 
form debt slavery

Right Livelihood & 
Sacred Investing

How should we live?

What’s really important?

Reverse the obsession with ‘hard work’
Work a shorter week?

Time on Our Side: Why we all need a 
shorter working week (NEF)

Navigate Work/ Life dynamic

Sabbath Rest

Wholeness/ Wellbeing/  
Flourishing and Adoption

Building strong 
trusting relationships

Sustainability & Fairness

Stewardship

Thinking holistically

Be in the world, but not off it - transforming 
& renewing of your mind so that you are not 
conformed to the World.

Meaningful, Purposeful & 
Significant Work & God’s Calling

Live now as if you are living in the 
future of God’s Kingdom on Earth 
in its fulness - grow a new Jesus 
centred culture

Be a living sign post

Gospel and Justice 
go hand in hand

Organic - grows like the mustard seed and 
impacts on and produces culture  

God’s Truth Made Present 
on Earth amid the relativities 
of human cultures

Jesus Centred

Crisis (Also 
see left 
bottom)

Accept Regression

International War

Violent Revolution 
vs State Fascism

Reformation
/ Crisis as 
Opportunity

What We Are Fighting For?

Crack Capitalism Disobedience towards unjust and illicit laws 
and systems of this age - Matt Damon’s 
speech

Sustainability

Sustainable Consumption 
& Development

Five Capitals Model & Kingdom of God 
Ultimate Ends and Means

Contentment vs greed/ 
immediate gratification

Cradle to Grave

Bio-mimicry

No Superfluous and 
inappropriate 
production

Sustainable Economics 
without fossil fuels

Currency, tax and 
welfare reform together

Altering attitudes - From a culture of 
consumerism to a culture of prosperity

Mindfulness

Shallow Ecology

Will be insufficient - no real reform

Dr Sachs: Painless Fine Tuning = 
better technology = smarter living = no 
restraint on consumption = no 
fundamental change

Utility Arguments (not Love driven)

Progressive environmentalism

Deep Ecology - 
way forward?

Eco-spirituality

Cosmology

The cosmos is created and ruled 
by a Distant Patriarch

The cosmos is a Grand Machine 
(Scientific view).

The cosmos is a manifestation of 
Integral Spirit.

Theocentric/ Covenantal 
perspectives - Cosmos is created 
and God is intimately involved

Sacred

Stewardship
Household 

Both Social & 
Environmental

Complete Economic Redesign

Theocentric/ 
Covenantal Worldview

Earth Household
Ecoliteracy

Mindfulness

Green Transition

Culture of Economism

Domination

Elitism

Divisiveness

Imperialism

Personal and 
Corporate Sin

Pride
Removal of Progressive Taxes

Greed/ Excessiveness
Material Wealth

Worship/ Love of Money
Money is the root of 
all kinds of evil

Fear

Affluenza
Oliver James

The Selfish Capitalism

Psychology

Sin & Debt

Individualism

Babylonian 
System 

Overriding 
Perspective

Importance of the

Technological

Economic

As the new Religion

Politics does the 
bidding of Finance

Idolatry

Free market ideologues

Spiritual Roots

De-regulation

Financial Values 
over Life Values

Not monetised it is worthless

Corruption/ Extortion/ Lawlessness

 Leads to environmental, social 
and economic collapse

Competition vs cooperation

Power and the abuse of power rules

Slavery/ debt peonage 

Oligarchs/ Feudalism

Distortion of Priorities

Dishonest profit

Globalisation 

Scarcity

Darwinism

Growth is King 
& Unlimited

Max of short 
term profits 
over long-
term 
sustainable 
growth

No limits 
to growth

Bad Money

Unproductive

FIRE Sector Vs Real 
Economy/ Main 
Street Because of debt money, 

the real economy is 
always in Wall Street’s / 
City of London’s debt

Leverage

Inequality

Most money 
created by banks 
as debt - 
electronic money 
+ Usury

Risky Financial 
Products

Derivatives

CDS

REPOS

QE

Shadow banking
Systemic risk

Spiritual 
Hunger

Usury

Predatory practices 
of Wall Street/ City 
of London 
institutions.

Celebration of a 
sociopathic 
culture of greed 
and material 
excess

Moral Hazard Socialise risk and 
privatise reward

Charging of interest

‘banking’

Payday Loans

Exploitation of the 
poor by the rich 
and powerful

Enclosure of 
the Commons 
or public 
services

Financial ProductsLeads to absurd 
behaviour - personally 
and corporately and 
systemically 

Injustice

Globalisation/ 
Corporate Control

When Corporations 
Rule the World

Oligarchs/New Feudalism

Economic, social, environmental, 
etc., crisis (see bottom left)

Trickle Economics

Dynamics of Modern 
Money (Mick Taylor)

Limit life span of 
loans/ debt

Loans becomes 
our money

Quants

Ethics and Finance: 
the Role of 
Mathematics.  
Timothy C. Johnson

Zombie & Ghost 
Economics

Business Reform

Relationship 
Factor

Kingdom 
Value Based 
Businesses

Grace & Love 
Paramount

Generosity

Sharing Economy

Creativity & Innovation

Stewardship

Faith in Business
Transforming Business

Culture

Calling & Purposefulness

Cultivate

Empower staff, 
customers and partners

Inspire staff

Trust

Where innovation derives

Builds Assets & Growth

More important 
than strategy

Ubuntu

Change the Nature (WWF)

Shapes the 
economy/ 
businesses

Leadership

Conscious

Mindlfulness

Abundance Generation

Love in business

Servent

Participatory

Systems Thinkers/ Change Agents

Entrepreneurial

Relational Investment

Usury free loans
For productive 
purposes: Social/ Eco

Ethical/ Equity Investment
Crowdfunding

BankToTheFuture

Peer to PeerB-Corporation

Businesses allow 
each other credit

CSER

Value/Virtue 
based Ethics

Social/ Eco 
Enterprises

Democratic 
ownership

Cooperatives/ 
Social 
Enterprises

Locally-based 
Businesses

Economic Reform

Neoclassical versus 
Unorthodox Economists

Steve Keen
Hyman Minsky

His Economic 
Contributions

The Financial 
Instability Hypothesis

Manifesto

New models

Institute for New Economic Thinking
Michael Hudson

Dr J. Werner

James Robertson

Tomas Sedlacek

Disequilibrium economics - 
vs Equilibrium

Rodney Shakespeare
Binary Economics

Ellinor Ostrom

Understanding 
Economics?

Chris Martenson

Richard 
Heinberg

Part 1

Part 2

Debunking 
EconomicsTalk

The Lost Science of Money

Web of Debt

Economics of 
Good & Evil

Michael Hudson

Small is Beautiful

Street School EconomicsAbout

Literacy

Clive Menzies

Naomi Klein

Economic Justice Project

Victoria Chick
Economics is lost - it must 
rediscover life’s values

Political Economy
Vincent & Elinor 
Ostrom

A New Model of the Economy (Land 
included in Modelling). Brain Hodgkinson

Land
Introduce Land/ Resource 
Value/ Rental Tax

Share the rents - Fred 
Harrison’s 10 Theses

Stop Land speculation

Stop private land-
bankers

Avoid private rent seeking

Remove taxes on Income and 
Private Enterprise/ profits

Land Value

Land Theology & ReformReturn to 
God’s 
Covenant

Metaman & Sacred 
Money Scam

A Basic/ 
Citizens 
Income

Replace GDP 
Measure

Monetary/ 
Financial System 
Reform

End Debt Based Economy/ Banking Reform

Banks 100% Reserve/ Change bank 
accounting procedures - Positive Money

Basics of Banking: Loans 
Create a Lot More Than 
Deposits

What really constrains 
Bank lending

Bank Lending in Times 
of Large Bank Reserves

The myth of the money multiplier

Unproductive investment

The Chicago Plan Revisited
Independent Orgs with Gov Authority to 
SPEND money into existence interest 
free via approved public work projects

Positive 
Money 
Movement

Future Money, James Robertson

Review

Sovereign Money 
Proposal for UK

Videos
97% Owned

Grip of Death (Mortgage)
Michael Rowbotham

Disaster of debt based economics

Monetary Policy for 
99% 12 Year Old 
Reformer

Secret Oz (Bill Still) 
& Jeckyll Island

Natural 
Economy of Life

Deal with 
Corruption

State sanctioned

End tax havens
Tax evasionNicholas 

Shaxson

Tax avoidance
Financial/ 
Company 
CrimeBill Black

EcocidePolly Higgins
Bribery

Oligarchs

Libor scandal

World Bank 
Whistleblower

Karen Hudes

Stop 
Commodification

Monetary/ Fiscal 
Policies for 
Finite Planet

Strengthen Local 
Economies

Richard 
Douthwaite

Ecology 
of Money

Responsible 
Finance

Usury
Risk Sharing

Biblical: The charging of any interest was forbidden

Luke BrethertonNeither a borrower 
nor a lender be

George Goyder
A Note on Usury

Paul MillsInvesting as a Christian

Interest in Interest

The Ban on Interest

Charles R Geisst
History of Usury & Debt

Jeremiah O’Callaghan

Usury, Funds, 
And Banks

James B Sauer

Christian Faith, Economy, 
and Economics

Margrit Kennedy
Interest and Inflation 
Free Money

The Sin of Usury - 
Baptist Preaching

Silvo Gesell
Basic Interest

Charles Eisenstein
The Economics of Usury

De-coding Mammon 
(Peter Dominy)

Terje Ronneberg

Christians & 
Banking

Against Usury: Resolving the Economic and 
Ecological Crisis’, Robert Van De Weyer

‘Utopia of Usurers and Other 
Essays’.  G K Chesterton

John C. Turmel, 
Interest Banking Math

‘Money, Usury, 
and the 
Economics of 
Peace’, Thomas 
H. Greco

The financially 
powerful taking 
advantage of the 
financially weak

No financial speculation/ 
Casino Finance

No predatory lending

No Companies 
that do the above

Time limited 
Equity Finance

Economic rent 
goes to the public

Surcharge on short-
term capital gains

Reverse the concentration of 
banking and corporate power

Local Community/ Regional 
Usury free Banks (financial 
Intermediaries) & Businesses

Re-Think Money

JubileeDebt: The First 
5,000 years

Modern Jubilee 
(Steve Keen) Vid.

Value Based Banking
Richard Spencer ICAEW

CommonsIndividual Freedom

Ensuring the right of 
self-determination

Social Equality

Meeting human 
needs through 
resource sovereignty

Intentional Co-
Operation

The practice of 
community provisioning

Cultural HarmonyElegant, organic 
and peaceful world

Higher ScienceOnto - Technology 
and network society

Self RelianceThe tale of ‘Our 
Shared Commons’

Sustainable OrderNew incentives 
for resource 
regeneration

Commons 
Based 
Economy

The Wealth of the 
CommonsWorld beyond 

market & state

Sacred

Common 
Sense 
Principles 
for a New 
Economy

End of the Market         
Rise of the Service Economy

Relational 
Economy

Sharing

Beyond Growth

Right Relationships with Money

Building Green 
EconomiesNew Green 

Deal

How do we transition from 
“business as usual” to value 
based economics/ business 
practice?

NEF. The Great 
Transition Project

Daniel 
Vockins

System Change 
How do we get 
there?

Social Organising

Marshall Ganz

Making Social 
Movements matter

Mobilising and 
Organising

Using ‘weak ties’ as 
well as ‘strong ties’ to 
build a sense of ‘us’

Importance of Narrative 
in large scale change

The Power of Story in 
Social Movements

Need a New Story

The Story of 
Solutions

Personal 
Storytelling

Moral Imperative
Faith & Politics

Faith and Business/ 
Economics

Importance of 
Framing, 
developed 
from values

Leadership

Coaching/ Discipleship
Relationships

Why Organise

Action

How we 
organise

Helen Bevan 
(NHS) 
Change 
Models

Non-violent

Systems & Ecological 
Thinking (Synthesis)

Steps to An Ecology 
of the Mind

Learning 
Organisations

Systemic/ Systems Innovation

Nesta

Finance Innovation Lab

Convergence

Forum for the 
Future

Berkana Institute

Jen Morgan’s List

Innovation as process

No Straight Lines

Tripple Context

Linking thinking

Systems 
Leaders

Barrett Brown

Joseph Jaworski

Donella Meadows

Gregory Bateson

Stephan Harding

Thomas Berry

Bill Torbet

Others? Practitioners?

Hazel Henderson

Binding Chaos: Methods of 
Mass Collaboration

Heather Marsh

Leverage 
Points

Complexity & 
Interdependence

Two Loops Theory 
of change

Emergence

Community is the 
answer to problems

Walk Out and On

Theory U

Art of Hosting

Crisis as 
Opportunity

SIMPOL

Campaigning Groups

WDM

Christian Aid

WWF

Many 
others

Finance Watch

Tax Justice 
Network

NEF

Feasta

Zacchaeus 2000

Tearfund?

Grassroots/ 
Global 
Movementse.g. 350.org

Global 
Justice

ShareAction

Organising 
Change

Europartners

Climate justice 
Collective

Blessed Unrest 
(Paul Hawken)

Talk

Occupy Movement

Think 
Tanks

Change 
Makers

Cultivators of New/ Knowledge 
& Rediscovery of Old wisdom

Cultural Change

George 
Simmel

Cultural Change to Christian 
Renaissance - Challenge 
modernity & win back the West

Seek first the Kingdom of 
God and live a new life.  And 
by so doing the fruit is a new 
culture that impacts the 
world.

Count on the unique 
dynamics of the Kingdom

Church best when 
it goes back first 
before forward

Reformation - what is the new?
Wrestle with law honestly

E.g. rediscovery of Usury

Leaders
Relationships among 
networks if influential thinkers

Follow the Holy Spirit and we really 
move and see change - key leader

Don’t build you grow a culture

Faithful and called

Maintain the social tension of in but not off the World - always 
discern the reigning paradigmatic form of culture to see if it aligns 
with God’s Kingdom, because our sinful nature (being made perfect 
by not yet) tends to lead us astray - away from God.

Careful that our success 
can become our downfall

Ideas have 
consequences

Happens through the 
key cultural centres 
and not the periphery

Power of networks

Holy SpiritRevival

Understand the times/ Culture

Michael 
Schluter

This is a community of about 1000 businesses 
emerging from the US and South America.  
The movement’s aims are to increase demand 
and investor confidence in social businesses 
that are creating a positive impact in the world. 
It is a movement to redefine success in 
business

When rents were privatised, 
wages and the profits from 
private enterprises had to be 
taxed to fund public services

Location benefit 
returned to the 
community 
that produced the 
surplus value 
measured as rent

Stop people pocketing the nation’s rents. Between 1997 
(when Fred Harrison issued a 10-year forecast that the world 
was heading for a global depression), and 2008, when the 
credit system seized up, house prices trebled. During that 
period, the construction of new dwellings was stagnant at 
record low levels of output. As John Plender noted in the 
Financial Times (September 25, 2013): “That reflects the 
historical experience whereby house-builders have made as 
much or more from inflation in the value of their land-banks as 
from putting up houses…Modest building activity puts a 
veneer of respectability over lucrative speculation”. Fred 
Harrison.

By voluntarily meeting higher standards of 
transparency, accountability, and performance, 
Certified B Corps are distinguishing 
themselves in a cluttered marketplace by 
offering a positive vision of a better way to do 
business.

Satish Kumar: “The contemporary 
environmental movement, in the main, follows 
the path of empirical science, rational thinking, 
data collection and external action. This is good 
as far as it goes but it doesn’t go far enough. 
We need to include care of the soul as a part of 
care of the planet.”

Government and the nonprofit sector are 
necessary but insufficient to address society's 
greatest challenges. Business, the most 
powerful man-made force on the planet, must 
create value for society, not just shareholders. 
Systemic challenges require systemic 
solutions and the B Corp movement offers a 
concrete, market-based and scalable solution.

It considers the ecosystem as a living whole of which 
humanity is only one part. In this complex web of 
interrelationships all species are dependent upon each 
other, and it is this organic pattern that needs to be 
sustained. No one part can be considered as separate 
from the whole, and the idea that the environment is just 
here to support us and our prosperity is a travesty of real 
environmental consciousness.  It maintains that the idea 
of endless economic growth is unsustainable, and that 
business as usual will destroy the beauty and diversity of 
our world. It calls for new economic models, which 
respect and support the ecosystem of which we are a 
part.

Modern-day talk of government-
created money leading to inevitable 
inflation is a specious argument used 
against real reform, because 
historical data shows government 
systems have a better record against 
inflation than private money systems.  
Steven Zarlenga.

Speth gives significant attention to social movements grounded in an awakening spiritual consciousness that are creating 
communities of the future from the bottom up, practicing participatory democracy, and demanding changes in the rules of the game:
Many of our deepest thinkers and many of those most familiar with the scale of the challenges we face have concluded that the 
transitions required can be achieved only in the context of what I will call the rise of a new consciousness. For some, it is a spiritual 
awakening—a transformation of the human heart. For others it is a more intellectual process of coming to see the world anew and 
deeply embracing the emerging ethic of the environment and the old ethic of what it means to love thy neighbour as thyself. David 
Korten

A basic means of 
livelihood - universal 
basic income of all

‘Animate Earth’

Returned to being a 
public utility, rather 
than merely a 
source of private 
banking acquisition

We have been measuring economic 
performance against GDP, or gross 
domestic product, which essentially 
measures the rate at which money and 
resources are flowing through the 
economy. Let us henceforth measure 
economic performance by indicators of 
what we really want: the health and 
well-being of our children, families, 
communities, and the natural 
environment. Step by step, restrictions were removed on debt-equity ratios, financial reporting, con- sumer interest rates and lending practices, and the formation of huge 

financial conglomerates that merge banking, insurance, securities, and real estate interests in a densely interconnected web of insider deals. Wall Street 
players used this freedom to capture gains from highly leveraged speculative trading schemes and pass the risks to others using exotic financial 
instruments and bogus credit ratings. Hedge funds, the high rollers at the leading edge of the speculative frenzy, proliferated from a couple hundred in the 
early 1990s to some 10,000 in mid-2007, by which time they had more than $1.8 trillion in financial assets under management. “Like digital buccaneers, and 
hardly more restrained than their seventeenth- century predecessors, they arbitraged the nooks and crannies of global finance, capturing even more return 
on capital than casino operators made from one-armed bandits and favorable gaming-table odds.” David Korten

And those that control this 
power of money creation will 
not let it go. This power 
promotes corrupt, anti-human, 
anti-constitutional activities.

Usury occurs where risk is skewed, with one party taking most or 
all of the risk, while the other takes little or none. As a result 
usury is inevitably unjust — although the parties cannot know 
who will win or lose from the injustice. The only way for economic 
activity to be fair and just is for risk to be shared between the 
parties, both the risk of success and the risk of failure.

The challenges of sustainable development—protecting the environment, stabilising the world’s population, narrowing the gaps 
between rich and poor, and ending extreme poverty—will take centre stage. Global cooperation will have to come to the fore. The very 
idea of competing nation-states that scramble for markets, power, and re- sources will become passé…. The pressures of scarce 
energy resources, growing environmental stresses, a rising global population, legal and illegal mass migration, shifting economic 
power, and vast inequalities of income are too great to be left to naked market forces and untrammelled geopolitical competition among 
nations.  Dr Jeffrey Sachs; quoted by David Korten

According to the mediaeval view, usury is present in any contract 
or loan which calls for a fixed rate of gain without corresponding 
risk to the lender. To lend money on security and to demand 
interest as well as the return of the principal is usury. On the 
other hand, to share risks, as in a partnership, is not usury. 
Annuities are free of usury for the reason that there is a gamble 
on the life of the borrower, hence a risk to the lender.

Stephen Zarlenga, has investigated 
and identified the real source of 
economic upheavals throughout 
history, citing 1929 stock and 2008 
housing crashes. The fundamental 
reason is debt-created money. Debt 
used as money. Debt- money!

Culture is a complex phenomenon with 
many aspects, layers and levels, all 
producing diversity as well as unity.  There 
is also an ambiguity to culture as well.  In 
terms of theology it is good, fallen and 
redeemable.  There are life giving and 
sustaining forces as well as unifying forces 
that lead to community and human 
flourishing.  Then again the law of sin and 
death punctuates and stains culture, 
threatening to decay and disintegrate what 
is good.  This ‘diabolic’, according to 
Collier and Esteban, manifests itself in 
culture as death, destruction, domination, 
exclusivity, intolerance, institutional 
oppression and injustice, and justification 
of the raw use of power.  They also add to 
that list, exploitation of the poor, 
debasement of women, abuse of children, 
as well as, wasting the earth, penalising 
dissent, idealising the individual, banning 
dreams and dreamers, and stoning and 
crucifying prophets.

Usury in the Bible means the taking of interest in any form in 
return for the loan of money or goods. To Ezekiel, as to David, 
the just man is 'he that hath not given forth upon usury neither 
hath taken any increase'. In the Mosaic law, usury is a crime as 
heinous as theft or adultery. In ancient Rome usurers were 
punished by exacting as a penalty four times the principal sum, 
compared with only twice the principal sum in the case of 
restitution for theft.

In the absence of strict governmental oversight, 
banks face an irresistible temptation to abuse 
the power inherent in their ability to create 
money in ways that distort society’s priorities. 
Wall Street banks are likely to find it more 
profitable to make very large loans to high-
stakes speculators and corporate raiders than 
to make smaller loans to qualified home buyers 
and legitimate businesses engaged in 
producing real goods and services - except at 
usurious interest rates. David Korten

And I became very 
angry when I heard 
their outcry and these 
words.  After serious 
thought, I rebuked the 
nobles and rulers, 
and said to them, 
“Each of you is 
exacting usury from 
his brother.” So I 
called a great 
assembly against 
them.  Nehemiah 
5:6-7

He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, shall 
gather it for him that will pity the poor.  Proverbs 28:8

The globalising Western capitalist system has been built upon the creation of a 
debt-based money system.  This has significant implications for 
environmental degradation.  The majority of money which we use to consume 
and which business use to produce and sell is not created by governments 
printing it, as most people believe, but by banks lending money into existence 
from nothing.  A mixture of good and bad values, intentions and reasons are 
behind this phenomenon, with power, wealth and greed playing a significant 
role.

The market was 
created by politics 
and it is maintained, 
managed and 
transformed by 
political action for 
good or bad.

In you they take bribes to shed blood; you take usury and 
increase; you have made profit from your neighbours by 
extortion, and have forgotten Me,” says the Lord God. Ezekiel 
22:12

Make it illegal for people and 
corporations to sell or insure 
assets that they do not own or in 
which they do not have a direct 
material interest. 

Thus banks create money by lending it into existence.  This activity increases 
the money supply by the amount of the loan.  When the banks lend money 
they expect the loan to be repaid with interest after or over a certain period of 
time.  Both business entrepreneurs and working people borrow money in 
order to, in the former to produce goods and services to make money by 
selling them at a profit, and the latter to purchase and consume goods and 
services to meet wants and needs.  This necessitates that both groups have 
to get out there and compete through entrepreneurial or working activity in 
order to produce wealth and hence money to pay back not only the principle 
loan but also the amount of interest owed.  But here comes the crunch.  As all 
other money in circulation was also the product of lending by banks that are in 
turn looking to be repaid with interest to cover their expenses and make their 
profit, there is not enough money in circulation to pay the banks what they 
demand.  

A dangerously dysfunctional 
financial system devoted primarily 
to generating financial fortunes for 
its major players.

To sum up, we live in a world 
where economic growth is 
generally seen as both beneficent 
and necessary—the more, the 
better; where past growth has 
brought us to a perilous state 
environmentally; where we are 
poised for unprecedented 
increments in growth; where this 
growth is proceeding with wildly 
wrong market signals, including 
prices that do not incorporate 
environmental costs or reflect the 
needs of future generations; 
where a failed politics has not 
meaningfully corrected the 
market’s obliviousness to 
environmental and social needs; 
where economies are routinely 
deploying technology that was 
created in an environmentally 
unaware era; where there is no 
hidden hand or inherent 
mechanism adequate to correct 
the destructive tendencies. So, 
right now, one can only conclude 
that growth is the enemy of 
environment. Economy and 
environment remain in collision.

David Myers claims Americans have big 
houses and broken homes, high incomes and 
low morale, secured rights and diminished 
civility. We were excelling at making a living 
but too often failing at making a life. We 
celebrated our prosperity but yearned for 
purpose. We cherished our freedoms but 
longed for connection. In an age of plenty, we 
were feeling spiritual hunger. These facts of 
life lead us to a startling conclusion: Our 
becoming better off materially has not made 
us better off psychologically.

The fiduciary duty was being interpreted as 
requiring investors to maximise returns over a 
short-time scale rather than considering long-
term factors which might impact on company 
performance. For example, social and 
environmental factors

Wall Street/ City of 
London money game in 
which the players use 
money to make money 
for people who have 
money, without producing 
anything of value. 

As governments do not issue that much cash, then how is the interest charge 
going to be covered if there is not enough money in the country to do so?  It 
either receives money from other countries money supply (obtained by 
international trade) or by making more loans.  These loans the bank will only 
make if it is confident that the market will grow enough to cover the new 
principle loan and its interest.  

That is why David Korten concludes that it is imperative for “the economy to 
grow fast enough to expand borrowing at a rate sufficient to create the 
money required to repay the principle and interest on previous loans.”  
Consequently, bankruptcies, loan defaults and bank failures can only be 
avoided by continuous economic expansion – for example consider the 
situation in Argentina.  A debt-based money system, therefore, is highly 
unstable because it must either grow or collapse.  Furthermore it is also 
designed to create a society of winners and losers, with all the implications 
and ramifications this creates.

Charles Handy puts it, “the more competitive 
we can make things, the better things we will 
have at a better price, the richer we all will be, 
and the richer the more content we should be.”  
Furthermore, the richer we are, as a result of 
compe t i t i on , t he more t echno log i ca l 
development we can have in order to solve 
ours and the world’s needs and problems.  By 
this we should all become much happier.  Thus 
in our capitalist societies [Western culture] we 
live in a technically and economically obsessed 
world bereft of answers to questions of 
mean ing and purpose, and one tha t 
destructively believes that by appeasing the 
lesser hunger you can best satisfy the greater 
hunger.

Banks used their power to 
create money to feed the 
speculative frenzy by 
creating a complex pyramid 
of loans to each other- ponzi. 
By Phillips’ calculations, in 
2006 U.S. financial sector 
debt, which consists largely 
of financial institutions 
lending to other financial 
institutions to leverage 
financial speculation, totalled 
$14 trillion, which was 32% 
of all U.S. debt and 107% of 
U.S. GDP.

Thus the system must grow or die.  In order for it to survive it creates an 
insatiable demand on working people to not only earn money, but also to 
over consume.  If they fail to consume or horde money (making it scarcer), 
then the economy will begin to collapse, businesses will go bankrupt, banks 
will fail and people will lose their jobs, homes and pensions.  It also creates 
an insatiable demand on corporations to produce ever-greater profits, which 
inevitable means that management are under considerable pressure to 
ignore social and environmental issues (unless they are a risk to their 
reputation) and externalise such costs, exploit human and social capital, and 
destroy real productive natural capital to generate quick profits.  In addition, it 
places and insatiable demand on people and businesses to engage in such 
activity in order to cover the spiralling costs of government borrowing at 
interest and the structural violence needed to keep the oppressed in their 
place so that corporations can go about their business and to keep those 
fortunate enough to enjoy a good level of prosperity accustom to their way of 
life. 

Nearly every dollar/ 
pound in circulation has 
been created by a 
private bank as debt with 
a deceptively simple, 
accounting-related 
sleight of hand.  Each £ 
or $ of this debt money 
has been lent out at 
interest and there is not 
enough money in 
circulation to pay of all 
the current principle + 
interest, unless the 
money supply is 
increased through more 
borrowing. Thus more 
money is created as debt 
+ interest and so on until 
the point where 
everyone’s credit limit is 
reached. Then the 
system collapses. David 
Korten

Wall Street alliance used its control of the 
money supply and its political influence to 
ensure that the benefits of productivity 
gains in the Main Street economy were 
captured by Wall Street players as 
interest, dividends, and financial services 
fees. The Wall Street commitment to an 
upward redistribution of wealth was so 
successful that from 1980 to 2005, the 
highest-earning 1% of the U.S. 
population increased its share of national 
cash income from 9% to 19%. And most 
of that gain went to the top tenth of 1%. 
David Korten.

The system also creates the driving force behind corporate and now 
government campaigning for even more free trade; multilateral agreements 
on trade, investment and services; trade liberalisation, and globalisation.  
This is because the North must extract and utilise more natural capital and 
resources from around the world to feed the bubble of its economic 
expansion.  Failure to do so would mean collapse, and such a catastrophic 
event must be avoided at all costs.  However, the paradox is that this very 
activity is also the seed of the systems own destruction.  Therefore, the faster 
the system consumes and destroys non-renewable resources and the 
resource base itself in order to feed economic expansion required to meet all 
the principle loans and interest, is in fact endangering not only the future 
viability of the system itself but also of the whole human race.  

Embercombe is a charity and social enterprise established to 
champion a way of living that celebrates the opportunities 
inherent in this challenging time and that inspires people to 
contribute  energetically towards the emergence of a socially 
just, environmentally sustainable and spiritually fulfilling 
human presence on earth.

It is our view that humanity now stands at a cross-roads - a 
defining time in which we will make choices that will greatly 
influence our collective future, for better or worse. We have 
become so numerous, so industrious, so ambitious, and so 
technologically powerful, that we have the capacity to 
orchestrate the destruction of our species, habitat, and future. 
We also possess the imagination, the vision, and the intellect to 
learn from experience, meet our challenges, and build a positive, 
sustainable future. A radical shift in awareness, values, and 
behaviour is required to meet this critical transition.  
Embercombe

Finance Lab (WWF)

The Finance Innovation Lab: 
Incubating and accelerating new 
forms of prosperity. For people 
and planet.

The Art of Hosting is an 
approach to leadership that 
scales up from the personal to 
the systemic using personal 
practice, dialogue, facilitation 
and the co-creation of innovation 
to address complex challenges

No Straight Lines presents a new logic 
and inspiring plea for a more human 
centric world that describes an entirely 
new way for true social, economic and 
organisational innovation to happen.

PRIME is an economic think-tank that 
promotes understanding of the nature of credit, 
and its role in determining macroeconomic 
outcomes. Fundamental to our approach is an 
implicit and explicit restoration of ethics in 
relation to money and credit. Anne Pettifor

A Green New Deal could be implemented now if the political will 
existed. It calls initially for a £50 billion a year investment 
programme to boost economic activity, in a way which provides 
jobs on a living wage in every community in the UK, while 
reducing our ecological impact.

Sacred Economics traces the history of money from ancient gift economies to 
modern capitalism, revealing how the money system has contributed to 
alienation, competition, and scarcity, destroyed community, and necessitated 
endless growth. Today, these trends have reached their extreme—but in the 
wake of their collapse, we may find great opportunity to transition to a more 
connected, ecological, and sustainable way of being. Charles Eisenstein

Steve Keen Manifesto.  The fundamental cause 
of the economic and financial crisis that began 
in late 2007 was lending by the finance sector 
that primarily financed speculation rather than 
investment. The private debt bubble this caused 
is unprecedented, probably in human history 
and certainly in the last century (see Figure 1). 
Its unwinding now is the primary cause of the 
sustained slump in economic growth. The 
recent growth in sovereign debt is a symptom of 
this underlying crisis, not the cause, and the 
current political obsession with reducing 
sovereign debt will exacerbate the root problem 
of private sector deleveraging.

A new kind of common wealth is needed to 
protect the assets of Earth, resolve our 
private and public debts, and create a 
global society of justice, sharing and 
sustainability for everyone.  Our commons 
are the collective heritage of humanity — 
the shared resources of nature and society 
that we inherit, create and use. People 
across the world are now rediscovering 
these common goods and choosing to 
protect them for future generations…. 
Global Commons Trust promotes the 
creation of trusteeships, where the rights to 
our commons may be realized for the 
benefit of all. This promises a very different 
world than the ownership society of 
exploitation and aggression so prevalent 
today. When people claim the sovereign 
right to manage and revalue their common 
goods, civilisation is transformed.

Michael Schluter. Western 
societies face economic decline 
and political instability due in 
significant part to the five moral 
flaws of Capitalism and their 
severe social consequences.[2] A 
radical new economic vision is 
urgently needed. This paper 
proposes a way forward through 
five strategies: embed relational 
values, strengthen household 
balance sheets, empower 
extended families, engage capital 
providers and entrust welfare to 
local communities. These changes 
are mutually reinforcing because 
they all reform economic life so as 
to strengthen personal bonds in 
the local and wider communities. 
They point towards the Christian 
vision of a ‘Relational economy’.  
Jubilee Centre.

The problem is that credit is debt — 
and paying debt service to bankers 
and bondholders (and various grades 
of loan sharks) leaves less income 
available to spend on goods and 
services. So debt deflation is today’s 
major problem, not inflation.  Michael 
Hudson

“Money creation and allocation are largely undertaken by the private sector, 
namely the commercial banks, through their extension of what are called ‘bank 
loans’. What led us into the crisis is the persistent abuse of this public privilege 
to create and allocate the money supply by these private profit-oriented 
operators for the benefit of unproductive speculators. The parties will have to 
get to grips with this issue, ideally by banning all bank credit extended for 
financial transactions and speculation, or, by taking this public privilege away 
from the banks, rendering the creation and allocation of the money supply a 
public monopoly again. Unfortunately, none of the three party leaders or their 
Treasury appointees seems sufficiently aware of or interested in this problem, 
thus we cannot expect the type of policies that will deliver stable, sustainable 
and equitable growth from them.” Pro. Richard Werner

By your wisdom and understanding you have 
gained wealth for yourself and amassed gold 
and silver in your treasuries.  Ezekiel 28:4

Land tax will redesign failed 
economic systems.  
Michael Hudson

Robert Van de Weyer argues that humanity faces a trio of chronic 
crises – economic, ecological, and in the provision of welfare 
services – whose causes are various connected forms of usury.  
Following the religious teaching of Christianity and Islam, which 
have traditionally condemned usury as the fundamental source of 
social injustice, he defines usury as the unequal allocation of risk. 
He offers practical proposals as to how usury may be reduced or 
eliminated, showing that the solution to each crisis depends on 
solving the others.

IMF Working Paper.  ‘The Chicago Plan Revisited’. At the height of the Great 
Depression a number of leading U.S. economists advanced a proposal for 
monetary reform that became known as the Chicago Plan. It envisaged the 
separation of the monetary and credit functions of the banking system, by 
requiring 100% reserve backing for deposits. Irving Fisher (1936) claimed the 
following advantages for this plan: (1) Much better control of a major source of 
business cycle fluctuations, sudden increases and contractions of bank credit 
and of the supply of bank-created money.(2) Complete elimination of bank 
runs. (3) Dramatic reduction of the (net) public debt.(4) Dramatic reduction of 
private debt, as money creation no longer requires simultaneous debt creation. 
We study these claims by embedding a comprehensive and carefully 
calibrated model of the banking system in a DSGE model of the U.S. 
economy. We find support for all four of Fisher’s claims. Furthermore, output 
gains approach 10 percent, and steady state inflation can drop to zero without 
posing problems for the conduct of monetary policy.

The Choice Before Us: Suffer 
debt deflation, or write down 
the debts.  Michael Hudson: 
Scenarios for Recovery: How 
to Write Down the Debts and 
Restructure the Financial 
System, 5 April, 2012.

The world faces a choice between trying to 
recover the Bubble Economy’s debt- 
leveraged gains, or realizing that the 
financial sector has careened along an 
unsustainable path since 1980 and 
therefore that a fresh start has to be made.                                   
The “business as usual” approach is to 
keep today’s debt overhead on the books 
and bail out insolvent banks. This policy 
implies that financialization was a viable 
way to get rich in the first place. But the 
effect is to polarize economies further 
between creditors and debtors. Economies 
will shrink as a result of debt deflation, and 
falling tax revenues will push government 
budgets deeper into deficit – unless they 
cut back spending, which will make the 
downturn worse and threaten full-fledged 
depression. Unemployment will lead to 
emigration, the balance of payments will 
worsen and economies will be even less 
able to pay their debts.                                                                                                  
The alternative is to see where this path is 
leading, and to write down debts sooner 
rather than later. This restores a more 
progressive distribution of wealth and 
income, and revives the economy’s 
competitive position. The problem is that 
annulling debts also annuls financial claims 
on the “savings” side of the balance sheet. 
Creditors – led by the 1%, who have 
obtained most of the economic gains over 
the past thirty years – prefer to maintain 
their financial gains even at the cost of 
undercutting society’s longer-term growth.                                                               
This opposition of interests obliges nations 
to choose between resuming prosperity or 
vesting a financial oligarchy to lord it over 
the remainder of the 21st century.  Michael 
Hudson

By now everyone has heard of securitization: the process 
whereby banks take risky assets on their books, package, 
tranche them, and then re-sell them to yield chasing fiduciaries of 
widows and orphans. The conversion process can be nebulous, 
usually involving a 20 year-old evil French mastermind working 
for Goldman, and a billionaire hedge fund manager, who select 
the worthless securities put into the weakest tranche, just so the 
above mentioned two parties can short it while misrepresenting 
their conflicts of interest, and make a boatload of money when 
the whole securitized structure implodes. The process usually 
takes place “off balance sheet” via Special Purpose Vehicles so it 
is completely unregulated, and as such allows massive leverage. 
According to many, the hidden leverage embedded in the 
securitization pipeline is what catalyzed the 2008 near-death 
experience of the financial markets. Tyler Durden

What however is certainly not known, because until a few days 
ago the concept did not technicall exist, is what emerged deep 
from the bowels of the FSB’s 2013 “Global Shadow Banking 
report”, and what is barely even defined anywhere in popular 
literature, which thus we have defined as the “unspoken, 
festering secret at the heart of shadow banking.” Presenting self-
securitization.

Households ‘lost’ from 
quantitative easing

It should be no surprise that this tactic has failed. When environmentalists cite the potential economic losses 
from climate change, they implicitly endorse economic gain and loss as a basis for environmental decision-
making. Doubtless they are imagining that they must ‘speak the language’ of the power elite, who supposedly 
don’t understand anything but money, but this strategy backfires when, as is the norm, financial self-interest and 
ecological sustainability are opposed. Environmental campaigning relies heavily on scare tactics. Fear might 
stimulate a few gestures of activism, but it does not sustain long-term commitment. It strengthens the habits of 
self- protection, but what we need is to strengthen the habits of service. 

What Moves the Environmentalist? I don’t know about you, but I didn’t become an environmentalist because 
someone made a rational argument that convinced me that the planet was in danger. I became an environmentalist out 
of love and pain: love for the world and its beauty and the grief of seeing it destroyed. It was only because I was in 
touch with these feelings that I had the ears to listen to evidence and reason and the eyes to see what is happening to 
our world. I believe that this love and this grief are latent in every human being. When they awaken, that person 
becomes an environmentalist.  Now, I am not saying that a rational, evidence-based analysis of the situation and 
possible solutions is unimportant. It’s just that it will be compelling only with the animating spirit of reverence for our 
planet, born of the felt connection to the beauty and pain around us. 

Tomas Sedlacek 
(10/18/11)

Prof. Jane Collier

Fr. Rafael Esteban

“The prevailing world depression, the enormous anomaly of unemployment in a world full of wants, the disastrous mistakes we 
have made, blind us to what is going on under the surface to the true interpretation. of the trend of things. For I predict that both 
of the two opposed errors of pessimism which now make so much noise in the world will be proved wrong in our own time-the 
pessimism of the revolutionaries who think that things are so bad that nothing can save us but violent change, and the 
pessimism of the reactionaries who consider the balance of our economic and social life so precarious that we must risk no 
experiments.    My purpose in this essay, however, is not to examine the present or the near future, but to disembarrass myself 
of short views and take wings into the future. What can we reasonably expect the level of our economic life to be a hundred 
years hence? What are the economic possibilities for our grandchildren? John Maynard Keynes, “Economic Possibilities for our 
Grandchildren”, 1930.

Sin and Debt are synonyms in the Bible- 
Jesus came to set you free from sin and debts 
- set the captives free from the yoke of sin and 
debt.  Tomas Sedlacek

Increased regulation and low interest rates are 
driving lending from the regulated commercial 
banking system into the unregulated shadow 
banking system. 

[B]anks are pulling back their 
balance sheets from the fringes of 
the credit markets, with more and 
more risk being driven to 
unregulated lenders that comprise 
the $60 trillion “shadow-banking” 
sector.  Reuters: 
“Analysis: Five years after Lehman, 
risk moves into the shadows”.

Fragmented and opaque, shadow 
banking comes in many forms - from 
payday loans and “crowdfunding” 
websites on Main Street, to securitized 
products, money-market funds and 
repurchase agreements on Wall Street. 
Reuters

Part of Shadow 
banking - needs 
regulating?

STEVEN L. SCHWARCZ

The People Who Share, a trail blazing movement and 
social enterprise dedicated to building a global 
marketplace of sharing and a ‘sharing sector’ to catalyse a 
sustainable sharing economy.  Benita Matofska

One of Ganz’s themes 
is the crucial role 
narrative plays in social 
movements. “I think it’s 
particularly important 
because doing the kind 
of work that movements 
do requires risk-taking, 
uncertainty, going up 
against the odds. And 
that takes a lot of 
hope,” Ganz tells Bill. 
“And so where do you 
go for hopefulness? 
Where do you go for 
courage? You go to 
those moral resources 
that are found within 
narratives and within 
identity work and within 
traditions.” via Bill 
Moyers

In a story, a challenge presents itself to the protagonist who then 
has a choice, and an outcome occurs. The outcome teaches a 
moral, but because the protagonist is a humanlike character, we 
are able to identify empathetically, and therefore we are able to 
feel, not just understand, what is going on.  A story 
communicates fear, hope, and anxiety, and because we can feel 
it, we get the moral not just as a concept, but as a teaching of our 
hearts. That’s the power of story. That’s why most of our faith 
traditions interpret themselves as stories, because they are 
teaching our hearts how to live as choice-full human beings 
capable of embracing hope over fear, self-worth and self-love 
over self-doubt, and love over isolation and alienation.  HOW DO 
WE recapture that power of public narrative and learn the art of 
leadership storytelling?

As money and transactions increase, the value of the 
individual decreases and everything becomes about what the 
individual can do instead of who the individual is. Another 
negative effect of money is the effect it has on people’s beliefs. 
Everything boils down to dollars and cents instead of 
emotional value.  Georg Simmel, “The Philosophy of Money”.

“There is now a single issue before us: survival. Not merely physical survival, but survival 
in a world of fulfilment, survival in a living world, where the violets bloom in the springtime, 
where the stars shine down in all their mystery, survival in a world of meaning.” Thomas 
Berry.  He also suggests that there is a spiritual dimension to our present ecological crisis.

The Christian theocentric view does distinguish that humans are valued more highly by God 
than nature.  However, this is held in the tension that God sees and cares for every sparrow that 
falls (Matthew: 10:29-31), because God feels for these common two legged creatures.  However, 
God also considers a human to be of more value than many sparrows.  Thus God does not 
dismiss the value of nature in order to give man pre-eminence.  In the biblical worldview there 
appears to be a hierarchy of value within nature, but that does not give humanity the mandate 
and right to abuse nature.  This view in other words avoids the foolishness of dualism by 
suggesting man is precious and nature is worthless and available to be abused.  In addition, the 
biblical tradition of rationality also avoids the opposite extreme of the biocentric philosophy typical 
of deep ecology that can suggest an anti-human and even misanthropic position, Bishop, (1992), 
as expressed by Bookchim (1987), Naess (1987), and Sessions (1985).  This Christian 
perspective, along with other new paradigm thinkers, also suggests that humanity needs to take 
responsibility for using nature sustainably to meet our needs – the art of proper stewardship, 
Capra (1992), Compolo (1992), Seaton (1992).  The biblical view also avoids the position that 
sees human beings being above and outside of nature, destined to dominate nature for our own 
means and ends.  For the biblical system maintains that we are part of the earth, being creatures 
of God, and yet we are also made in God’s image both male and female and we are instructed to 
have dominion over nature.  However, this ruler-ship does not mean domination of nature, but 
instead for us to care and use nature in a way that is responsible and accountable to God, as 
God’s stewards of his creation.  This theocentric view enables the Christian to be free of the 
extremes of biocentrism and anthropocentrism, Bishop (1992).

The Christian ideal of the community is that of the Kingdom of God, the eschatological view whereby the presence of the ultimate, 
final manifestation of God as referred to both in the old and new testaments, is the focus in the present, of the believer.  However, 
this biblical worldview also maintains that through God’s grace we are in a ‘middle time’ in which the Kingdom is already manifesting 
but yet not fully consummated.  This Kingdom is constituted on the earth not only in the Church but also as the extension of the “fruits 
of the kingdom to all human beings.”  Thus according to this view God is not exclusively working in the church but in all things.  So for 
the Christian we are to join with the world in fighting for justice for the whole of creation and humanity which is a part of it.  In affect, 
as a Christian we are co-workers with God in the process of advancing the kingdom of God on earth.  Although as Christians we 
often differ, we should seek in dialogue to establish where justice lies and discern what is happening in the world so that we may 
follow the way of love - realistically.

Crisis as Opportunity.  This is critical because in practice people and organisations only change when faced with a 
challenge or crisis. As we noted earlier, a change in thinking or a paradigm comes about as a result of a crisis.  Embracing 
the new dialogue that the emerging paradigm poses is to be seen as a great opportunity.  To convince people that 
theocentric ethics and social and environmental responsibility is not only in accordance with God’s will and character but 
essential for the flourishing of human life and nature in general, requires a crisis whether imminent or present.  In a similar 
vein, although talking about introducing community based on his concept of civility into business, Scott Peck asserts: 
“Timing is crucial; a new and difficult way is not likely to be tried until it is clear the old way is not working.  The easiest point 
at which to introduce community into business or society is a time of failure, a time of crisis.”

Christianity should be in the vanguard of discussions.  Christianity should develop a vision and lifestyle that is demonstrably critiquing the 
reigning tradition, using the perspectives of the new ecological paradigm to ask profound questions while at the same time pointing out its’ 
fallacies.  Thus Christianity should be responsibly answering the important and necessary questions posed by the emerging ecological 
paradigm and effectively critiquing the reigning tradition.  For example, looking at the parallels between the emerging ecological paradigm  
and new thinking within Christianity on the subject of ecology and the concept of the ‘Earth Household’.  This vision and lifestyle must also 
deal with the domination system (Walter Wink).  Christians must have faith that God has a plan for the way we live that is expresses 
love, wellbeing and inclusive justice, and is harmonious with God, one another, future generations and all of creation.  Thus 
Christianity must be a challenge to society, creating a crisis by shaking all assumptions that are not of God, enabling people to see that what 
they base their life on and the way they run their businesses and institutions and pursue consumption of products and services is 
dysfunctional and in need of healing and redemption.

Walter Wink

How will this crisis change us? “In Rediscovering Values: A 
Guide for Economic and Moral Recovery”, author Jim Wallis 
shows that the solution to our problems will be found only as 
individuals, friends, churches, mosques, synagogues, and entire 
communities wrestle with the question of values together.

Sojourners

Lifecycle of Emergence: Using Emergence to Take 
Social Innovation to Scale.  The Berkana Institute

Despite current ads and slogans, the world doesn’t 
change one person at a time. It changes as 
networks of relationships form among people who 
discover they share a common cause and vision of 
what’s possible. The Berkana Institute.  Emergence

James Bernard 
Quilligan on the 
Great Transition 
and the 
Commons

“Toward a 
Common Theory 
of Value - Part 
Five: Common 
Development”, 
by James B. 
Quilligan:  Seven 
Rays of the 
Commons: 
Energy-In-
Relationship

Strategies for a New Economy.  The 
summit was organised in the light of an 
apparent return to business-as-usual in the 
financial sector, in response to growing 
public dissent about the conduct of the 
banks, and to address the too-narrow remit 
of the Independent Commission on 
Banking (ICB), also known as the Vickers’ 
Commission. New Economic Foundation.

“Crises of Capitalism”.  David Harvey looks beyond capitalism towards a new social 
order. Can we find a more responsible, just, and humane economic system?  RSA 
Animate.

Economics of Good & Evil. 
TOMAS SEDLACEK

Why we need a new story that 
gives meaning to the world. 
Charles Eisenstein

Re-Thinking Money: Is Real Wealth Currency? 
Debt? Or Community? Review of David 
Graeber’s book, “Debt: The First 5,000 Years”.

Debt: The First 5000 Years (video).  Anthropologist David 
Graeber presents a stunning reversal of conventional wisdom. 
He shows that for more than 5,000 years, since the beginnings of 
the first agrarian empires, humans have used elaborate credit 
systems to buy and sell goods—that is, long before the invention 
of coins or cash. It is in this era, Graeber argues, that we also 
first encounter a society divided into debtors and creditors. 
Graeber shows that arguments about debt and debt forgiveness 
have been at the center of political debates from Italy to China, 
as well as sparking innumerable insurrections. He also brilliantly 
demonstrates that the language of the ancient works of law and 
religion (words like “guilt,” “sin,” and “redemption”) derive in large 
part from ancient debates about debt, and shape even our most 
basic ideas of right and wrong. We are still fighting these battles 
today without knowing it. David at Google.

You have to pay 
your debts?  Why 
the moral 
imperative?

Why do people feel 
this is the case

What is devine is 
forgiving debts not 
paying them back

People operate on credit and trust in medieval 
times - small communities

Barter does not exist in reality

GRACE & The Just Third Way

Global Justice For All

Respect for the EarthAbundance and 
Freedom are Possible

Creativity at Work
Economic Democracy

On the one hand there is capitalism, an economic system 
governed by market forces but where economic power is 
concentrated in the hands of a few who own or control productive 
capital. On the other hand, socialism, in its many forms, is an 
economic system governed centrally by a political elite, with even 
more highly concentrated ownership and economic power. 
Logically, a third way would be a free-market system that 
economically empowers all individuals and families through direct 
and effective ownership of the means of production — the best 
check against the potential for corruption and abuse.

The Just Third Way

Dennis Kucinich: “Congress Must Regain 
Power to Coin Money Interest Free” to break 

cycle of debt growth.

 In his delivery of the Lord’s Prayer, Christ included 
the line which affirmed the ancient practise of debt 
forgiveness (Matthew 6:12). This states: “And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”.

Peter  Dominy: 
 Decoding 
Mammon 2012

We are poised between an old world 
that no longer works and a new one 
struggling to be born. Surrounded by 
centralised hierarchies on the one hand 
and predatory markets on the other, 
people around the world are searching 
for alternatives. The Wealth of the 
Commons explains how millions of 
commoners have organised to defend 
their forests and fisheries, reinvent 
local food systems, organise productive 
online communities, reclaim public 
spaces, improve environmental 
stewardship and re-imagine the very 
meaning of “progress” and governance. 
In short: how they’ve built their 
commons. In 73 timely essays by a 
remarkable international roster of 
activists, academics and project 
leaders, this book chronicles ongoing 
struggles against the private 
commoditisation of shared resources – 
often known as “market enclosures” – 
while documenting the immense 
generative power of the commons.  
The Wealth of the Commons is about 
history, political change, public policy 
and cultural transformation on a global 
scale – but most of all, it’s about 
commoners taking charge of their lives 
and their endangered resources. It’s 
about common people doing 
uncommon things. 

What is an economy 
for? Its Proper 
Purpose? 

Deep Economy.  Move beyond ‘growth’ as the paramount economic ideal.  In this 
powerful and provocative manifesto, Bill McKibben offers the biggest challenge in a 
generation to the prevailing view of our economy. For the first time in human history, 
he observes, “more” is no longer synonymous with “better”—indeed, for many of us, 
they have become almost opposites. Bill McKibben puts forward a new way to think 
about the things we buy, the food we eat, the energy we use, and the money that 
pays for it all. Our purchases, he says, need not be at odds with the things we truly 
value.

A Modern Jubilee.  “Whereas only the moneylenders lost under an 
ancient Jubilee, debt cancellation today would bankrupt many 
pension funds, municipalities and the like who purchased 
securitized debt instruments from banks. I have therefore proposed 
that a ‘Modern Debt Jubilee’ should take the form of ‘Quantitative 
Easing for the Public’: monetary injections by the Federal Reserve 
not into the reserve accounts of banks, but into the bank accounts 
of the public — but on condition that its first function must be to 
pay debts down. This would reduce debt directly, but not 
advantage debtors over savers, and would reduce the profitability 
of the financial sector while not affecting its solvency.” Steve Keen.

“Debt Jubilee: Revolutionary Change or Reform to Stabilise 
Capitalism”, By Systemic Disorder. Steve Keen says, “The 
standard means of reducing debt — personal and corporate 
bankruptcies for some, slow repayment of debt in depressed 
economic conditions for others — could have us mired in 
deleveraging for one and a half decades, given its current rate. 
… That fate would in turn mean one and a half decades where 
the boost to demand that rising debt should provide — when it 
finances investment rather than speculation — will not be there. 
The economy will tend to grow more slowly than is needed to 
absorb new entrants into the workforce, innovation will slow 
down, and justified political unrest will rise — with potentially 
unjustified social consequences. … We should, therefore, find a 
means to reduce the private debt burden now, and reduce the 
length of time we spend in this damaging process of 
deleveraging.”

The peoples of earlier times prospered 
from the guidance of simple stories that 
offered answers to their deepest 
questions. We need those now more than 
ever. David Korten blogs.

The richest 300 people in the world are 
more wealthy than the poorest 3 billion 
combined, and every year rich countries 
take over 10 times more money from poor 
countries than they give in aid. April 3, 
2013.  Change the Rules Movement

The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always Do 
Better was published in 2009. Written by Kate Pickett and 
Richard Wilkinson, the book highlights the “pernicious effects that 
inequality has on societies: eroding trust, increasing anxiety and 
illness, (and) encouraging excessive consumption”

Land Theology

Michel Bauwens’ peer-to-peer sharing models (P2P Foundation)

“The Ethical Economy: 
Rebuilding Value After 
the Crisis”.  combination 
of ethics and economics 
to propose a new value 
regime that will 
contribute to our 
understanding of how 
business can become a 
force for good in 
sustainable 
development.  Review.

A THEOLOGY OF LAND,  A COVENANT between 
GOD and HUMANITY. Ensuring that the ever 

emergent gift of life on earth might be continuously 
replenished by our trusteeship and our conscious 

husbandry of the finite resources of the land.

Judy Wicks’ 2004 
E. F. Schumacher 
Lecture  
on  principles that 
inspire similar 
locally-based 
businesses that 
treat employees 
fairly, source 
materials 
regionally, and 
support other 
community 
businesses.

Sacred Economics is Eisenstein’s exploration of the history of money from ancient gift economies to modern capitalism, where he 
reveals how the money system has contributed to alienation, competition, and scarcity, destroyed community, and necessitated 
endless growth. Sacred Economics explores avant-garde concepts of the New Economics, including negative-interest currencies, 
local currencies, resource-based economics, gift economies, and the restoration of the commons. Author Charles Eisenstein also 
considers the personal dimensions of this transition, speaking to those concerned with “right livelihood” and how to live according to 
their ideals in a world seemingly ruled by money. Tapping into a rich lineage of conventional and unconventional economic thought, 
Sacred Economics presents a vision that is original yet commonsense, radical yet gentle, and increasingly relevant as the crises of 
our civilization deepen and we move into a new age, a new way of being with each other and our planet. See details of Sacred 
Economics by Eisenstein.

“A More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know Is Possible (Sacred Activism).  Charles Eisenstein. In a time of social and ecological 
crisis, what can we as individuals do to make the world a better place? This inspirational and thought-provoking book serves as 
an empowering antidote to the cynicism, frustration, paralysis, and overwhelm so many of us are feeling, replacing it with a 
grounding reminder of what’s true: we are all connected, and our small, personal choices bear unsuspected transformational 
power. By fully embracing and practicing this principle of interconnectedness—called interbeing—we become more effective 
agents of change and have a stronger positive influence on the world. Throughout the book, Eisenstein relates real-life stories 
showing how small, individual acts of courage, kindness, and self-trust can change our culture’s guiding narrative of separation, 
which, he shows, has generated the present planetary crisis. He brings to conscious awareness a deep wisdom we all innately 
know: until we get our selves in order, any action we take—no matter how good our intentions—will ultimately be wrongheaded 
and wronghearted. Above all, Eisenstein invites us to embrace a radically different understanding of cause and effect, sounding a 
clarion call to surrender our old worldview of separation, so that we can finally create the more beautiful world our hearts know is 
possible. With chapters covering separation, interbeing, despair, hope, pain, pleasure, consciousness, and many more, the book 
invites us to let the old Story of Separation fall away so that we can stand firmly in a Story of Interbeing.

Economist Paul Mills outlines the effects of 
our high levels of public, corporate and 
private debt, exploring the idea that debt is 
a form of slavery with consequences that far 
outstrip its advantages of bringing forward 
future spending power. Jubilee Centre

The Jubilee Roadmap 
shows two alternative 
directions of travel for eight 
major themes in biblical 
law: Family, Property, 
Community, Government, 
Finance and the 
Economy, Welfare, Rest, 
and Justice. One direction 
reflects the prevailing 
thinking based on 
individualism, while the 
other - the road less 
travelled - points towards a 
society based on good and 
right relationships. The 
booklet explores the 
differences between our 
modern secular approach 
and the biblical ideal, and 
how we might start to move 
from one to the other. 
Jubilee Centre.

Justin Walker about 
our campaign to 
“Bring Back The 
Bradbury

Noam Chomsky: Are 
We on the Verge of 
Total Self-Destruction?

The Shocking Amount of Wealth 
and Power Held by 0.001% of the 
World Population

Gesell, The Story of 
Robinson Crusoe

Simpol offers us a way to take action 
on global problems; problems 
individual governments cannot resolve 
by acting alone.

Center for Economic and Social Justice (CESJ)

CESJ

CESJ’s mission is to 
develop and disseminate a 
strategy and series of 
approaches by which 
people can understand and 
practice the moral values, 
central principles and logic 
behind a free enterprise 
theory of economic and 
social justice.  We believe 
that the real enemies of 
human progress, freedom 
and justice are not primarily 
bad people, but bad ideas.

The Just Third Way

The Story of Solutions explores how we 
can move our economy in a more 
sustainable and just direction, starting with 
orienting ourselves toward a new goal. In 
the current ‘Game of More’, we’re told to 
cheer a growing economy — more roads, 
more malls, more Stuff! — even though our 
health indicators are worsening, income 
inequality is growing and polar icecaps are 
melting. But what if we changed the point of 
the game? What if the goal of our economy 
wasn’t more, but better — better health, 
better jobs and a better chance to survive 
on the planet?  Shouldn’t that be what 
winning means?

THE COUNCIL FOR MONETARY JUSTICE 
FOR HUMAN FLOURISHING AND AN ETHICAL 

ECONOMY (CCMJ)

Working For

The replacement of Taxes on Productivity by the collection 
of Location Value that has been publicly created and 
collecting the Resource Values which are gifts from nature/
God;

The ending of Usury for a just financial system in which 
everyone is treated equally;

A Universal Income to sustain a comfortable life.

In Practice

Levying a charge on land and resources, held in 
common, equivalent to the surplus/free value before the 
application of labour and capital to release that value; 
the money raised in this way would be applied to 
provision of public services and a citizens income; 
abolition of income, corporation and employment taxes;

Abolition of interest; creation of an interest free national 
currency which is spent into existence on capital 
infrastructure projects and monitored and controlled by a 
democratically accountable, independent monetary 
authority; surplus money would be removed by way of an 
increase in the land/resource levy; community currencies 
would stimulate local activity, as required; trade would be 
via international trading currencies;

A citizen’s income to provide the 
essentials for a comfortable life.

Benefits

Abolition of income and 
corporation taxes in favour of 
location/resource levy

Receipt of full value for labour and enterprise 
unleashing creativity and development

Surplus value of land and resources 
are shared for the common good

Will fund public services and a citizens income

Abolition of interest and 
creation of interest free 
national currency

Removes a structural driver of 
inequality and exploitation

Ensures the future is no longer discounted and will 
establish a framework for sustainable development

Removes the scourge of inflation

Simplified economics for wider understanding 
and participation in society

Banking becomes a simple utility for recording transactions 
and account balances; it would be largely automated, 
releasing valuable human capital for creative activity

Citizens income

Abolition of state pension and 
unemployment benefits

Work becomes voluntary, equalising the power 
balance between employer and employee

Elimination of destructive and non-productive jobs – full 
employment would no longer be a necessity

People liberated to bring up their children, care for others, 
participate in the community and political activity

350.org is building a 
global grassroots 
movement to solve 
the climate crisis. Bill 
McKibben.

nef

Economy

SocietyEnvironment

Schumacher College

Forum for the Future

Capital Institute

Four Horsemen - Feature Documentary by Renegade 
Economist.  Reveals the fundamental flaws in the 
economic system which have brought our civilisation to 
the brink of disaster.

Entrepreneurial Leadership Initiative (ELI) This will be 
directed by Dr Peter Heslam, who has been appointed a 
Fellow of OCCC. It will focus on the positive potential of 
socially and environmentally responsible leadership in 
business and its implications for leadership in other 
spheres.  Dr Peter Heslam & Prof Eric Wood.

Culture Of 
Economism 
Essay

The Issue of 
Environmentalism 
from the Reigning and 
Emerging Paradigms 
Perspective [Notes].  
Essay

“The battle for the economic narrative will 
be won with stories [based on values], 
not statistics. It is time the opponents of 
austerity tell a story of their own. To win, 
they will need to do more than find their 
frames, they will need to be more 
coordinated, responsive to public opinion 
and find more credible messengers.”  
NEF’s New Economy Organisers 
Network

Need to challenge and defeat the 
false austerity story via creating 
alternative frames developed from 
values which resonate with public 
opinion. New frames to build a new 
narrative, and a story that brings 
them together, underpinned by 
active social organising that is 
responsive to public opinion. NEF

When an existing frame is strongly held 
like Conservatives austerity story today, we 
tend to ignore facts that do not fit with it. 
The austerity story is a powerful narrative 
that is embedded in public consciousness. 
It cannot be challenged with facts. Only 
with new frames and a different story 
about the economy can it be dislodged.

Frame to connect with 
hearts and minds - 
authenticity and creating 
a sense of ‘us’.

Is the process by 
which leaders 
construct, 
articulate and put 
across their 
message in a 
powerful and 
compelling way in 
order to win 
people to their 
cause and call 
them to action

“Why Stories 
Matter: The art 
and craft of 
social change”. 
by Marshall 
Ganz

George Lakoff

What is 
Organising?

The Pale Blue Dot. 
Carl Sagan, and 
Pertinent message 
for humanity

Business As 
Mission

"To be truly radical is to make hope possible, rather than despair 
convincing." - Raymond Williams

Climate Change

State of Science

Problems

Royal Society

Climate science 
translation guide

NASA Climate Time 
Machine

IPCC

Climate Code Red Top Stories of 2012

Code Red

Already Dangerous?
Climate Progress

Wake Up, Freak Out, 
then Get a Grip 
(video)

Desolate Earth

Limits to Growth - 
Dennis Meadows

Keeling Curve

The market for delusion 
on climate change

Nine Planetary Boundaries all at 
precarious tipping points

Johan Rockstrom Let the environment 
guide our development

Critic by ‘progressive environmentalists’
Response by a 
member of Stockholm 
Resilience Centre

Holocene to Anthropocence

How to talk 
to Climate 
Skeptic.

Myth busting

Scientific 
Consensus 
slides

Is it True

RealClimate

Cannot Ignore it

What we 
can do?

Climate 
justice 
Collective

The Transition movement

350.org
Blessed 350

Soil Carbon

TEQs

AMEE

Concentrating 
Solar Power 
(CSP)

Painting the Town Green (pdf)

Common Cause (WWF)Values and Propaganda

Echoshock

Unions join the climate fight

Lean Energy

A farm for the future
Full movie

The Ecological Land Co-operative

Sustrans

Green Alliance report 
on ‘Grid 2.0’ (pdf)

Permaculture Principles 
& (Film)

Freegle

Hope vs 
Despair

Yes!

Dark Optimism

Psalm for the 90s & 00s

Economic

A birds eye view

Dr. M. King Hubbert

Money as 
Debt

Positive Money Campaign

Dr. Albert Bartlett

Richard Heinberg
Economics Part 1

Economics Part 2

Chris Martenson

Crash Course (Short)

Crash Course (Full)

Prosperity Without Growth

Stephen Harding
Animate Earth

Mark Boyd

Moneyless 
Manifesto

Anthropocene

Intro Film

Climate change the 
state if the science 
(data visualisation) 
movie clip

Prof Tim Jackson of Sustainable 
Development Commission argues for a 
redefinition of “prosperity” in line with 
evidence about what actually contributes to 
people’s wellbeing.

Crack Capitalism, argues that radical change can only come about 
through the creation, expansion and multiplication of 'cracks' in the 
capitalist system. These cracks are ordinary moments or spaces of 
rebellion in which we assert a different type of doing

The age of austerity has brought a new generation of protesters on to the streets 
across the world. As the economic crisis meets the environmental crisis, millions 
fear what the future will bring but also dare to dream of a different society. What 
We Are Fighting For tries to answer the question that the mainstream media 
loves to ask the protesters. The first radical, collective manifesto of the new 
decade, it brings together some of the key theorists and activists from the new 
networked and creative social movements. Chapters outline the alternative vision 
that animates the new global movement – from ‘new economics’ and ‘new 
governance’ to ‘new public’ and ‘new social imagination’. The book concludes by 
exploring ‘new tactics of struggle’.

We live on a naturally abundant planet, the source of life-sustaining gifts 
for us all. As observed in Chapter 4, the planet’s riches—soil, water, air, 
minerals, the genome—were created by no man and should therefore 
be the property of none, but held in common stewardship for all beings. 
The same holds for the accumulation of human technology and culture, 
which is the bequest of our collective forebears, a source of wealth that 
no living person deserves less than any other. Charles Eisenstein

Economics is usually about money, but on a deeper level, 
though, economics should be about things, specifically the things 
that human beings create, why they create them, who gets to use 
them, and how they circulate.  Charles Eisenstein

It is said that money, or 
at least the love of it, is 
the root of all [kinds of] 
evil. But why should it 
be? After all, the 
purpose of money is, at 
its most basic, simply to 
facilitate exchange—in 
other words, to connect 
human gifts with human 
needs. What power, 
what monstrous 
perversion,has turned 
money into the opposite: 
an agent of scarcity? 
Charles Eisenstein

Graph of UK borrowing 1987 - 2009

With economism functioning as a foundational religion 
underpinning the general orientation of market based society, it is 
incredibly unsettling to the faithful to hear the message of climate 
science because it implies that the free market does not, after all, 
automatically deliver collective well being. The evidence for this is 
provided by psychological studies which show that the more 
people identify with “free market principles” the more likely they 
are to reject the findings of climate scientists. A study in the USA 
surveyed the views of a representative 1000 people and found 
that a market based worldview constituted an overwhelming 
barrier to the acceptance of climate science. 

In The Ecology of Money, Richard Douthwaite argues that just as 
different insects and animals have different effects on human 
society and the natural world, money has different effects 
according to its origins and purposes. Was it created to make 
profits for a commercial bank, or issued by a government as a 
form of taxation? Or was it created by its users themselves 
purely to facilitate their trade? And was it made in the place 
where it is used, or did local people have to provide goods and 
services to outsiders to get enough of it to trade among 
themselves? The Briefing shows that it will be impossible to 
build a just and sustainable world, unless and until money 
creation is democratised. Richard says that it is potentially the 
most important thing he has written.

The Quadruple Squeeze 
Huge Pressure, entering 
the Anthropocene

Climate (550/450/350) dilema

Human Growth 
(20/80 dilema)

Ecosystems (60% loss dilema)

Surprise (991/1) dilemma - 
change our paradigms - life 
acts in non-linear ways with 
tipping points/thresholds)Johan Rockström leads the Stockholm Resilience Centre, focusing on a new 

approach to sustainability: the capacity to use change and crisis to spur renewal and 
innovative thinking. In 2009, working with an international team of scientists, he 
identified and quantified a set of nine planetary boundaries within which humanity 
can continue to develop and thrive for generations to come — while crossing them 
could generate abrupt or irreversible environmental changes. Since then, the 
boundaries research has spread among international organisations, governments, 
NGOs and companies and has been adopted as a new framework to guide the 
discussion about “sustainable growth”. It is currently debated as a core part of 
setting the criteria that will follow the UN’s Millennium Development Goals. 
Rockström also chairs Future Earth, an initiative to advance integrated science for 
global sustainability.

130,000 (in 2007) minimum and growing organisations in the 
world working towards social and environmental justice 

Elinor Ostrom was the recipient of the Nobel Prize in Economics 
in 2009 — the first woman to achieve the distinction — for her 
analysis of economic governance, especially the governance of 
common property like air, water and public spaces. Virtually all 
the world's most urgent problems require collective action. Be it 
environmental protection, the international financial system or the 
dimensions of inequality, Ostrom's work sheds light on the 
direction society must follow to avoid misuse of shared 
resources, "the tragedy of the commons."

97% Owned is a documentary that reveals 
how money is at the root of our current social 
and economic crisis.

We need a shift from competition and conflict - the fundamental 
egoic forces behind humanity’s dangerous trajectory - our 
separation from God and from each other locally and globally as 
one people -  towards being a new Adam in God’s Kingdom 
which is reconciling all things to himself so that we begin to live 
as an ‘egoless collective’ serving God and each other in love, 
throughout the transformative power of his holy spirit in love and 
grace.  A rediscover of the prior unity we had in the Garden now 
on Earth through God’s indwelling and yet still coming Kingdom 
on Earth as it is Heaven.

Economics and Theology: Reflections on the Market, 
Globalisation and the Kingdom of God. Jung Mo Sung

The university’s report sheds light on the long-term social and 
health costs of the culture of irresponsible lending which has 
grown over the last few years as household incomes have fallen 
due to wage freezes, rising inflation and benefits cuts. It reveals 
that debt problems are usually the result of unexpected life 
events, rather than irrational spending. It also identified that while 
education around debt management might be worthwhile, “it fails 
to address the problems of incomes and standards of living which 
often drive the use and over use of personal credit”.

“THE 
BABYLONIAN 
WOE” by David 
Astle

In The Iron Law of Oligarchy, Robert Michels holds that any political system eventually devolves into an oligarchy. Representative 
democracy is the most dishonest oligarchy of all as it insists on the falsehood that the voice of its oligarchs is the voice of the people 
and the subsequent falsehood that their rule is rule by the people. Democracies have not eradicated oligarchy, they have driven it to 
secrecy, a state of affairs ironically most abhorrent in a democracy. Instead of confronting the problems inherent in an oligarchy, 
democracy denies it exists while practicing it openly. Oligarchy is not necessary, but it can only be overcome in a completely open 
and transparent system which allows the most widespread participation by all and knowledge for all and recognizes and 
accommodates expertise and greater levels of knowledge.

The problem is, of course, not just 
economics. It’s the way that 
economics interacts with politics. 
Yes Magazine.  We need to 
untangle Christianity’s corruption 
with political power and economic 
pows. Os Guinness..

This expansion of the Occupy story to 
address to challenges of corporate 
globalisation is one logical next step in 
the Occupy trajectory.

Critical Thinking at the Free 
University (Occupy Movement)

Psalm for the 90s & 00s

Fractional reserve lending is not the root of the problem. When 
currency is borrowed fractionally it is eventually backed by the 
wealth because it’s being used to create wealth. The real 
problem is the fee that banks get for that service - compound 
interest (Usury).  Should we let government spend money into 
circulation or do we need a more local democratic mechanism 
with an oversight body to prevent unproductive money creation?

Gradido – Natural Economy of Life is a monetary and economic 
model patterned on nature. It provides a basic income for every 
person, an ample national budget for every country and an 
additional Equalisation and Environment Fund for 
decontaminating the environment. The self-regulating system 
keeps the money supply, and hence prices, stable. The gentle 
equalisation of the hitherto poor countries and the industrialised 
nations promotes peace.

James Robertson says much to agree with in this interesting 
book, which supports the creation of money through life, not 
through debt or the gold standard. What this reform will mean in 
practice and how we would get it implemented are vitally 
important questions

The Map of Meaning.  Lani & Marjolein  - Video

The Chicago Plan Revisited.  At the height of the Great Depression a 
number of leading U.S. economists advanced a proposal for monetary 
reform that became known as the Chicago Plan. It envisaged the 
separation of the monetary and credit functions of the banking system, 
by requiring 100% reserve backing for deposits. Irving Fisher (1936) 
claimed the following advantages for this plan: (1) Much better control of 
a major source of business cycle fluctuations, sudden increases and 
contractions of bank credit and of the supply of bank-created money. (2) 
Complete elimination of bank runs. (3) Dramatic reduction of the (net) 
public debt. (4) Dramatic reduction of private debt, as money creation no 
longer requires simultaneous debt creation. We study these claims by 
embedding a comprehensive and carefully calibrated model of the 
banking system in a DSGE model of the U.S. economy. We find support 
for all four of Fisher’s claims. Furthermore, output gains approach 10 
percent, and steady state inflation can drop to zero without posing 
problems for the conduct of monetary policy.”

In a word, “I’m Fine, Thanks” is a movie 
about complacency, or why so many 
settle for mediocrity in their everyday life 
at the expense of a greater passion. It’s a 
collection of stories on the choices we 
make and the paths we ultimately decide 
to follow.

Levy Economics Institute

Crunch Generation - All of the many issues are coming together 
(global, economic, social, environmental, political, technological, 
etc.,) and need to be answered wisely and well or humanity will 
be deeply in trouble. Os Guinness

“The present generation now rising to its early adulthood across the earth can be 
described as ‘the crunch generation’ because of the present state of the global era 
and the many crucial issues converging to challenge humankind… economic, 
technological, demographic, social, political, medical, environmental, as well as 
nuclear,” wrote Guinness. “If the coming generation answers these issues 
responsibly and well, the world can look forward to calmer sailing. But if they are 
answered badly or not at all, the prospects for the future and the future of 
humankind are turbulent.”

A new radical 
breakthrough that marks 
the beginning of the 
Kingdom of God and not 
a conforming to this 
World as the Born Again 
movement has become, 
especially in USA. In the 
World but Not off. Os 
Guinness.

Ideas Shape Culture via leaders not followers.  James Davison Hunter believes that, “the task of simply developing 
Christian worldview thinking among the general populace is an inadequate strategy for changing culture. Hunter 
suggests that any effective strategy for cultural change must impact the elites. This is the lesson of both world history 
and, in fact, Christian history. Since cultural change is largely the work of elites operating within “opportunity 
structures” or professional networks of relationships at various geographic centers of cultural influence, people of faith 
ought to work more strategically in concentrating their efforts on these networks and centers.”  Is this true or do 
Christian who engage with the elites become too much like the elites to win a hearing and therefore no real change 
happens. Are they more steeped in the reigning worldview that has no real answer to generation crunch.  Those that 
have an new paradigm view may not get an audience with the elites.  Therefore, do we rely all on grassroots or mass 
movements only.  Or is their a Both/ And approach? Remember that God often chooses those society dismisses to 
speak to and lead - the upside down Kingdom.

Is the outlook for the renewal of 
Christian culture feasible, 
realistic, or even desirable?

Dr. James Davison Hunter, argues that cultural change certainly 
involves ideas, but that it is only in certain times and under 
specific circumstances that ideas are ever influential in changing 
culture. Drawing upon the work of University of Pennsylvania 
Professor Randall Collin’s landmark book The Sociology of 
Philosophies: A Global Theory of Intellectual Change, Hunter 
argues that ideas become ways of life or cultures through specific 
social conditions that involve networks of intellectuals. Since 
every civilization is theorized before it comes into being, a 
network of elites is the requisite social condition for the 
emergence of a civilization.  This is Os Guinness viewpoint.

‘We seek to be faithful 
in our lives and callings 
in the Kingdom of God 
in whatever sphere of 
society we are called 
to be in and leave the 
results to God” Os 
Guinness

Christopher H. Dawson

“The Truly rich society is not the one that goes on piling up 
economic wealth as an end in itself, but the one that uses its 
wealth as the foundation on which to build a rich and many-sided 
culture…It is a question of how much you live rather than how 
much you live on.” Christopher H. Dawson. Is it possible that the 
Church in the west could be revived a third time at coming to the 
end of the second?  Dawson would say ‘Yes’.  But we must not 
answer it to easily and quickly because what is at stake today is 
potentially the whole future, not just of the West, but of humanity.  
What is the part we have to play in it?

A Rich Man’s Thoughts on Usury.                                                              
A rich man once spoke up in his attempt to set me straight, His 
thoughts upon his interest, he honestly did state:                                                                               
“Because I have a million bucks, I sit upon my stern,
And leave my living tranquilly for other folks to earn,
For in some pro-creative way that isn’t very clear,
A million bucks will breed a hundred thousand every year.
So as I have a healthy hate of economic strife,
I mean to stand aloof from it the balance of my life.
And yet, with sympathy, I see the grimy son of toil,
And heartily congratulate the tiller of the soil.
I like the miner in the mine, the sailor on the sea,
Because up to a hundred grand they sail and mine for me.
For me, their toil is taxed unto the annual extent,
According to the ancient law that gets me ten percent.
So get a million bucks, my friend, in any way you can,
And leave your future welfare to the noble Working Man.
He’ll buy you suits of Harris tweed, an Airedale and a car,
Your golf clubs and your morning Times, your whiskey and cigar.
He’ll cozily install you in a cottage by a stream,
With every modern comfort and a garden that’s a dream.
Or if your tastes be urban, he’ll provide you with a flat,
Secluded from the clamor of the proletariat.
With pictures, music, easy chairs, a table of good cheer,
A guy can manage nicely on a hundred grand a year.
And though around you painful signs of industry you view,
Why should you work when you can have your money work for you?
So I’ll get down upon my knees and bless the Working Man,
Who offers me a life of ease through all my mortal span;
Whose loins are lean to make me fat, who slaves to keep me free,
Who dies before his prime to get me round the century.
Whose wife and children toil in turn until their strength is spent,
That I may live in idleness upon my ten percent.
And if at times they curse me, why should I feel any blame,
For in my place, I know that they would do the very same.
They talk of revolution on a Sunday afternoon,
But offer them a million bucks and see them change their tune.
So, I’ll enjoy my dividends and live my life with zest,
And bless the mighty men who first invented interest.”                           
NOTE: This poem is adapted from John C. Turmel’s version of the 
original which was written anonymously by an Englishman in a 
previous century.

    Crisis     

Excess human consumption, 
which is accelerating the collapse 
of the Earth’s ecosystem.

Living beyond our means

Our Consumption 
habits impact on SD

Unconscionable inequality/ poverty and the related 
social alienation, which are advancing the social 
collapse manifest in terrorism, genocide, crime, and 
growing prison populations. 

The lies we tell ourselves: ending 
comfortable myths about poverty, 
Churches Report.

Global Wealth Inequality

Social Problems

Growing Poverty
Causes

Social

Mental

Spiritual

Poverty

An economic system ruled by financial markets, global 
corporations, and economic theories devoted to increasing 
consumption while rolling back real wages and benefits for 
working people to make money for the richest among us. 

Private, Consumer and Public debt, 
exasperated by usury, ponzi schemes/ 
leverage, and exponential growth

Growth of Wonga et al

Payday loans & 
debt slavery

Moral 
Hazard

Taking of undue risks because the 
consequences are not borne by the 
actor taking the risk

Instability of financial Institutes due 
to high leverage and too much debt 
and too little solvency - too big to fail

Personal Debt and Mental Health

Rise of the new slavery

Debts that cannot be repaid will 
not

Government debt and deficit not 
problem, private debt is. Michael 
Hudson

Only pure assets and equity 
ownership exist without 
corresponding debt

Debt deflation

Limits to Growth
Need 3 planet Earths to 
bring western lifestyle 
to the whole world

Peak Oil

M. King Hubbert 

Energy Crisis

R Heinberg

R Newman

Peak Oil Films

Oil Shock

Water Shortage

Wastefulness

Resource depletion e.g. Over Fishing

Redundancy

Over consumption

Morality and 
Justice separated 
from Capitalism

Debt Crisis

Michael Hudson

Steve KeenMinsky Moment

UK National Debt Bomb

Private Debt 
Statistics

£54,178 avg household 
debt in Sept. 2013

£163 million daily 
interest paid in Sept. 

Families Facing the 
Squeeze

Unemployment

The rich have become enormously rich, gathering an 
ever-increasing share of national wealth.  1% vs 99%.  
The 1% own 40% of the world’s wealth. 

Rise of Oligarchs

Average household incomes increased slightly at the 
expense of more women in the workplace, people 
working longer hours, and massive debt

Weakening of Unions and other organisations that 
represent working people

Crisis of Capitalism? No we don’t have true 
capitalism but something else - Growth Capitalism or 
Cronyism!

Zombie banking
Too Big to Fail

Casino Finance

When Good people do bad things: economic 
pressures force people, even those in high places, to 
act the way they do or else to face bankruptcy 
themselves.

The growth of shadow banking - 
behind the financial crisis and one 
to come.

Looming mass 
destruction from 
REPOS & Derivates

The Continued Exponential Growth 
of Debt & Interest will lead to 
another cliff.

Austerity

Growing Poverty

Mythbusters: ‘Britain is broke - 
we can’t afford to invest’ (NEF)

Growing use Food Banks

Government’s propaganda: 
Austerity Story. 

False Economy

Framing the Economy: the Austerity Story

Financial & Housing 
Booms and Busts 
(Bubbles)

Thomas Sowell

Steve Keen

Michael Hudson

Bubble Economy

“The Transition form Industrial Capitalism 
to a Financialized Bubble Economy”

Unaffordable Housing

Food Shortage/ Industrial Farming/ GMOs

Generation Crunch

GC

Modernity

Mechanistic worldview

Post Modernity
Relativism

Assimilation of the Gospel into our/ 
western culture

Public Private Split
See The Gospel in a Pluralist Society by 
Leslie Newbigin

Unenlightened Self Interest

Separation/ disconnection

Rise of Disaster Capitalism - 
Shock Doctrine

No Logo

De-Coding Mammon: Money in Need of Redemption 
(23/11/2010).  This thesis , by Canon Peter Dominy, is 
an attempt to understand the suspicion of money implied 
in Jesus’ statement that it is impossible to serve both 
God and Mammon. I argue on the basis of Scripture, 
reason and tradition that problems associated with 
money do not arise simply from the way it is used, but 
from the nature of money itself. This is argued in three 
sections. First I consider the history of money and in 
particular of the commodity theory of money. Second I 
consider the issues of debt and interest, of central 
concern in the Christian Scriptures. Finally I consider 
money through four different lenses: justice, value, 
desire and power. The argument as a whole leads up to 
the last of these. As was already suggested by Jacques 
Ellul fifty years ago, I argue that money must be 
understood as a cosmic power to which we are all 
subject and which is in need of redemption. In the 
second and third sections I make suggestions as to what 
the redemption of money might look like. I summarise 
the argument in a final section, ‘De-coding Mammon’.   
Now turned into a book: ‘Decoding Mammon: Money as 
a Dangerous & Subversive Instrument.’ Decoding 
Mammon is an exposition of the negative assessment of 
money implied in Jesus’ statement, “You cannot serve 
God and Mammon.” On the basis of the theology 
enshrined in the Old and New Testaments and in the 
long-term tradition of the church, it is claimed that 
problems associated with money do not arise simply 
from the way it is used, but from the nature of money 
itself. Despite the fact that money has enabled great 
economic development, and in contrast with the general 
consensus of governments, economists, and many 
theologians that money is either a positive or neutral 
instrument, the book seeks to show that money is a 
deeply flawed instrument, created by fallen human 
beings, and fashioned over the years to suit the interests 
of those in power rather than the needs of people in 
general. It is argued that money should only be allowed 
to operate within severe restrictions, and that any 
reformulation of the global economy as a result of the 
recent financial crisis needs to be based on this 
understanding.

‘ECONned’ by Yves Smith: How Unenlightened 
Self Interest Damaged Democracy and Corrupted 
Capitalism - See a larger extract of book.

Robert Van de Weyer, is a priest and a retired lecturer in 
economics and philosophy; he also runs a small investment 
business. His book, Against Usury, which covers that material 
in this article in greater depth, and also covers the crisis in 
welfare provision and the environment.

IN ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
MATTERS, CHRISTIANS OFTEN FIND THEMSELVES 
ADOPTING THE VIEWS OF SECULAR THINKERS AND 
CAMPAIGNERS, USUALLY LEFT-OF-CENTRE IN THEIR 
BIAS.
Yet prior to the seventeenth century Christians had their own 
distinct economic outlook, arising from the Bible. They 
believed that usury was the fundamental cause of economic 
crises and injustices, and that its prohibition, or at least 
reduction, was the only means to sustainable prosperity for 
all.
In fact, usury is the underlying cause of the financial and 
economic crisis that has gripped the world since the autumn 
of 2007; and, unless we root out usury from our financial 
system, the world will condemn itself to continuing crises. 
Moreover, while the crisis has its origins in the contractual 
arrangements made by wealthy bankers and financiers, the 
main victims are the poor. Unemployment, especially amongst 
the young, is growing, and governments will have to cut back 
on social welfare. Worse still, investment in the poorer 
countries of the world is contracting, as the banks scramble to 
repair their balance sheets. Meanwhile, governments continue 
to pay out vast sums to subsidise certain banks, while 
bankers’ and financiers’ incomes remain virtually unscathed.

Missionary encounter with Western culture.  ‘The 
Gospel in a Pluralist Society’, Lesley Newbigin

Christians do not claim to possess absolute truth, 
rather “the claim of the Christian community is 
that in Jesus the absolute truth has been made 
present amid the relativities of human cultures, 
and that the form which this truth took was not 
that of dominance and imperial power but that of 
one who was without power, or—rather—whose 
power was manifest in weakness and 
suffering” (163) GPS, Leslie Newbigin.

Bryan L. Myers, “Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practice of 
Transformational Development”.  Theology, spirituality, and social 
science are synthesised in this definitive book on how Christian mission 
can contribute to overcoming poverty and dismantling systematic social 
evil. Myers explores Christian views of poverty, its causes, and how it is 
experienced differently in different cultures.

Rents up, Taxes down

Prof Tim Jackson of the University of Surrey (Chair, Sustainable Development) 
outlined our current economic modus operandi, which promotes consumerist 
activity for: ‘more and faster’ ,  ‘credit supplied allowing us to buy the things we 
don’t need, to impress the people we don’t really like much, with money we don’t 
have’,  ‘not very green’,  ‘with a lot of speculation’. It is short term, motivated by 
rent seeking and promotes bubbles. It sucks out value and resources, at a cost to 
ordinary people and the planet with everything sacrificed to the god of liquidity 
supposing that liquidity will deliver to us everything we want. It did apparently for a 
while but also brought us the financial crisis.

Responsible Finance

Responsible 
and Sustainable 
Investment

Living wage

Fair Trade
Just Share

Traidcraft

Bradbury Pound

Gift Economy

Local Currencies

Strengthening for 
Business

LETS

Kingston £

Bernard LietaerReform of Fiduciary 
Duties of Investment

Social & Environmental Responsibility

Reduce Absentee Owners

Go Beyond Kay Report on UK Equity 
Markets and LT Decision Making

Advocacy & 
Divestment

Advocacy - change 
by engagement/ 
dialogue

Use the threat of 
divestment as last resort

Change by 
divestmentE.g. Fossil Fuel 

Divestment

Transparency

End Casino Finance/ 
Speculation 

Employee ownership

Redemption of Equity Capital

New Green Deal

Mutual 
Societies/ 
Credit 
Unions

Interest free banking?
Riba-Nomics

Christian?

NEF’s Good Banking debate

Global Alliance for Banking Values

Home-Grown Businesses: The 
Role of Grassroots Financing

Transformation of 
Mainstream Finance

End the Fee Lunch

Just Banking
Conference 2012 videos

Debt Free Money
Finance Innovation LabTransforming 

Finance 
documentary

The Case for Local Banking Case for the Real Economy: 
Access to Finance for SMEs.  
Prof. Richard A. Werner.

Applying permacultural design 
principles to the financial sector 
(Brett Scott)

Normative Ethics in 
economics/ Finance

3 Approaches 
to morality

Deontological

‘Thou shalt / shalt not’

Action on the basis of 
laws, rule or principles

Problem of  
evolution/ relativism

Consequentialist
Attempts to judge the value of an 
action in terms of its consequences

“Act always in such a way as to promote the 
greatest happiness to the greatest number”

UtilitarianismThe proper course of action is the one that 
maximizes utility, usually defined as maximising 
happiness and reducing suffering.

Virtuous

Aristotle, in particular Nicomachean Ethics in 
which virtues are the “characteristics that enable 
individuals to live well in communities”

Character - what sort of moral 
person do I want to be or become

Kingdom (heaven) Ethics
Focuses on Jesus

Character/ Virtues?

Command

Consequences

Christian Ethical Principles 
to apply to issues and cases

Charles Bazlinton

Chesterton argues that the capitalist society has lost the 
meaning of honour, and with it, the meaning of disgrace. It 
has separated men, body and soul. We have been 
compartmentalised into wage earners, consumers, and 
audiences. Religion has been marginalised, and our souls are 
as bankrupt as our chequebooks. And the middle class, that 
backbone of society, has become soft and passive and has 
“lost its old appetite for liberty.” We have been kept in our 
place with “the encouragement of small virtues supporting 
capitalism, the discouragement of the huge virtues that defy 
it.”

“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has 
been found difficult and left untried,” - G. K. Chesterton.

The challenges we face include economic cannibalism, 
globalised poverty, abuse of Earth’s eco-systems and conflicts 
over resources in other people’s territories. Might these have 
been avoided if the three faiths had remained committed to the 
founding Covenant? That Covenant was a land deal: God gifted 
land in return for the promise to honour a moral code of conduct.  
Fred Harrison.

Back in the 1990s Fred Harrison 
advised Boris Yeltsin, explaining why 
Russia should retain land and 
resource rights in common ownership 
but inevitably banking interests got 
their way and the Shock Doctrine was 
applied.

The film brings together the voices of change from across the 
financial system such as economist John Kay, Andy Haldane of 
the Bank of England and Tony Greenham of New Economics 
Foundation, as well as innovators such as Bruce Davis of 
Abundance Generation.  Transforming Finance is the culmination 
of two years of collaborative research with 100’s of finance 
professionals, policymakers, academics and advocacy groups 
from within the Lab community.  As well as setting out the 
problems within the existing system, we tell the story of the new 
innovations that are coming through and present the policy 
changes that will help to transform finance.

Making Change Happen.  Excitingly we can see that real change 
is tangible and possible. There is a strong movement that is 
building in momentum, pushing forward an agenda for change 
that will truly make a difference.  As Raj Thamotheram (Network 
for Sustainable Financial Markets) says in the film “we know what 
we need to do. We have the technology, we’ve just got to get on 
and do it.” In making Transforming Finance we intentionally set 
out to create a clear ‘manifesto for action’ and campaign tool, that 
thought leaders, innovators and activists can use to drive the 
agenda forward.  It’s a tool that showcases the work of the Lab 
community for use by you - the Community. 

The potential political, social and 
economic contradictions between 
sustainable consumption and 
economic growth. Consumption 
decisions made by private 
household finance and how 
those decisions impact on 
sustainability and economic 
growth?

The SolaRoof Goal is to transform our 
homes, building a Solar Greenhouse in the 
backyard or creating new Garden Home 
concepts and Eco Village or urban Eco 
Habitat design through an Open Source 
initiative for Sustainable Living sponsored 
by and based on the work of Richard 
Nelson and other pioneers of the Liquid 
Bubble Insulation and Liquid Solar 
technologies.

“Industrial Civilisation is likely to be the last great empire humanity will ever see. If it is allowed to continue in its ravenous way then there is no future for 
humanity, for the natural systems and processes that allow humans to exist on Earth are the very things that Industrial Civilisation is destroying. In fact, no 
form of civilisation has ever been sustainable nor ever will be. In order for humanity to continue on Earth then civilisation has to stop, and people allowed to 
return to a way of living that is connected to the real world. We are not able to do this. At least not until we become Underminers. The industrial system 
depends, for its survival, on humans being disconnected from the real world and mentally attached to the machine that we fuel with our civilised lives. The 
Tools of Disconnection keep us in that state, and the only way to prevent us from being responsible for our demise is to undermine those Tools of 
Disconnection. Once we are free from the grip of the machine and reconnected with the real world then the myth of Industrial Civilisation will die, and 
humanity will be able to continue. Underminers is the timely follow-up to Time’s Up! An Uncivilised Solution to a Global Crisis. It takes up where that book left 
off, with a detailed, highly practical approach to the process of undermining in all its many hues. At once entertaining, shocking and inspiring, Underminers 
draws on the author’s own experience dealing at first hand with the lies of the industrial machine, and that of a wide range of other people who have their 
own unique take on the swath of topics covered in the book.”

“Transforming the Economy”,                       
Mind Map by Tony May, 
February 2014.

Pope Francis’ Critique 
of Modern Capitalism 
(full article)

Importance of remembering 
those who are less fortunate

The inclusion of the 
poor in society

The seriousness of 
economic exclusion

No to an economy 
of exclusion

The failure of traditional 
economic dogmas

Exploding inequality

No to the inequality which 
spawns violence

World’s obsession 
with money

No to the new 
idolatry of money

Dangerous mix of inequality 
and consumerism

Way forward

The Church’s missionary 
transformation

Spirit-filled Evangelisers

Reasons

Personal encounter with the 
saving love of Jesus

The spiritual savour of being a people

The mysterious working of the risen 
Christ & his Spirit

The missionary power of 
intercessory prayer

Role of the state in providing for the 
common good and regulating the economy

The Common Good 
& Peace in Society

No to a financial system 
which rules rather than serves

Challenges
Some Cultural

to Inculturating faith

From urban cultures

Business Insider article

In our time humanity is experiencing a turning-point in its history, 
as we can see from the advances being made in so many fields. 
We can only praise the steps being taken to improve people’s 
welfare in areas such as health care, education and 
communications. At the same time we have to remember that the 
majority of our contemporaries are barely living from day to day, 
with dire consequences. A number of diseases are spreading. 
The hearts of many people are gripped by fear and desperation, 
even in the so-called rich countries. The joy of living frequently 
fades, lack of respect for others and violence are on the rise, and 
inequality is increasingly evident. It is a struggle to live and, often, 
to live with precious little dignity. This epochal change has been 
set in motion by the enormous qualitative, quantitative, rapid and 
cumulative advances occuring in the sciences and in technology, 
and by their instant application in different areas of nature and of 
life. We are in an age of knowledge and information, which has 
led to new and often anonymous kinds of power. Pope Francis

It is not the task of the Pope to offer a detailed and complete 
analysis of contemporary reality, but I do exhort all the 
communities to an “ever watchful scrutiny of the signs of the 
times”.[54] This is in fact a grave responsibility, since certain 
present realities, unless effectively dealt with, are capable of 
setting off processes of dehumanisation which would then be 
hard to reverse. We need to distinguish clearly what might be a 
fruit of the kingdom from what runs counter to God’s plan. This 
involves not only recognising and discerning spirits, but also – 
and this is decisive – choosing movements of the spirit of good 
and rejecting those of the spirit of evil. I take for granted the 
different analyses which other documents of the universal 
magisterium have offered, as well as those proposed by the 
regional and national conferences of bishops. In this Exhortation I 
claim only to consider briefly, and from a pastoral perspective, 
certain factors which can restrain or weaken the impulse of 
missionary renewal in the Church, either because they threaten 
the life and dignity of God’s people or because they affect those 
who are directly involved in the Church’s institutions and in her 
work of evangelisation. Pope Francis

"... some people continue to defend trickle-down theories which 
assume that economic growth, encouraged by a free market, will 
inevitably succeed in bringing about greater justice and 
inclusiveness in the world. This opinion, which has never been 
confirmed by the facts, expresses a crude and naïve trust in the 
goodness of those wielding economic power and in the 
sacralized workings of the prevailing economic system. 
Meanwhile, the excluded are still waiting." 

"While the earnings of a minority are 
growing exponentially, so too is the gap 
separating the majority from the 
prosperity enjoyed by those happy few."

"We have created new idols. The 
worship of the ancient golden calf 
(cf. Ex 32:1-35) has returned in a new 
and ruthless guise in the idolatry of 
money and the dictatorship of an 
impersonal economy lacking a truly 
human purpose."

"It is evident that unbridled 
consumerism combined with 
inequality proves doubly 
damaging to the social fabric."

"This imbalance is the result of 
ideologies which defend the 
absolute autonomy of the 
marketplace and financial 
speculation. Consequently, they 
reject the right of states, charged 
with vigilance for the common 
good, to exercise any form of 
control. "

“The faults of this progressive environmentalism, in trading long-term transformational ambition for short-term 
success, are equally familiar. The triangulation tactics of the likes of Clinton and Blair achieved some conspicuous 
electoral successes, but they did so at the expense of weakening the left’s capacity to mount a fundamental challenge 
to the basis of financialized capitalism. This was starkly revealed by the inability of left-wing parties to capitalize on the 
economic crisis since 2008, either by winning the intellectual argument against neoliberalism or by gaining clear 
electoral support.1 The approach of progressive environmentalism, meanwhile, is calculated to achieve short-term 
popularity, since it is stuffed with business- and consumer-friendly wishful thinking. But this must be at the expense of 
weakening the capacity of the environmental movement to highlight the unsustainability of our economic system and 
concomitant need for radical changes.” Bill Blackwater.

Brené Brown

The final conclusion of The Financial Crisis Inquiry Report was that 
in the lead up to the financial crisis of 2007–2009 (hereafter ‘FC’) 
there had been a “systemic breakdown in accountability and 
ethics” [FCIC, 2011]. This article explores this breakdown in ethics 
from a perspective based in mathematics. Specifically, we argue that 
the root of the problem lay in Consequentialist Ethics developed in 
response to scarcity in a broadly deterministic environment, when 
what was required were practices rooted in Virtue Ethics developed 
in response to uncertainty. T. C. Johnson.

The question is which normative approach to ethics 
do we adopt to counter the view that the financial 
crisis of 2007 was due to a systematic breakdown in 
accountably and ethics. Timothy C. Johnson argues 
that the root of the problem of the breakdown in 
ethics lay in Consequentialist Ethics developed in 
response to scarcity in a broadly deterministic 
environment, when what was required were practices 
rooted in Virtue Ethics developed in response to 
uncertainty.  Alternative is their a Christian based 
approach - Kingdom ethics?

“The most basic question of ethics 
is not, How should we live? but 
rather, To whom do we belong? 
This important book tackles both 
of these questions in the light of 
discipleship-based biblical faith.” 
Timothy George. Tackled in 
‘Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus 
in Contemproary Context’, Glen H. 
Stassen & David P. Gushee

The covenantal perspective (Stassen & Gushee).  This perspective, which is endorsed by scholars such as N.T. Wright, 
Richard Bauckham, and Jurgen Moltmann puts an emphasis on the covenant God made with all creation after the flood (the 
sign being the rainbow) and that Israel’s covenant with God includes duties (as the true humanity) to maintaining the non-
human creation. It states that we are participants with God in the taking care of the environment and that we, being apart of 
God’s stewards within the world, are supposed to be a reflection of His nature in the world, which includes His care for the 
creation.

‘To give central place to Jesus’ teachings will 
mean to give priority to the kingdom or reign 
of God (chapter 1). Stassen and Gushee 
understand the reign of God as God’s 
performative act enabling our participation in 
a way of life characterized by a reversal of 
worldly values and by a new lifestyle of 
service, servanthood, and humility. More 
specifically, Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom 
reflects reliance on themes from the Book of 
Isaiah such as those of salvation, God’s 
presence, justice, peace, and joy. While this 
kingdom will one day come in dramatic 
fullness, Stassen and Gushee argue that 
God’s reign has been inaugurated in some 
way in the first coming of Christ. The present 
reality of the kingdom makes possible a way 
of life among those who respond in faith to its 
presence in Jesus Christ, a way of life most 
explicitly taught in the Sermon on the Mount, 
what Stassen and Gushee call a “primer for 
kingdom ethics”.’ Christian Ethics Today.

The Character Approach.  Rather than asking how to decide “What are 
the rules?” or “What will produce the best results?” in each particular 
situation, the virtue approach asks, “What type of person should I 
become?” The assumption is that if a person develops good character, 
he or she is more likely to do the right/good thing throughout a lifetime 
of situations. For this reason, it is more an ethics of becoming than of 
doing.  It also recognises that knowing what the right thing is — by 
employing consequential or command ethics — doesn’t ensure you 
will actually do the right thing. Doing the right thing takes character. 
Character ethics is developing the habit of doing the right thing along 
with the ability to know the right thing. It is about how the character of 
God is shaping our own characters — about whether we are becoming 
more holy, just and loving people, to name three prominent character 
traits in the Bible. These are no longer just principles to guide us in our 
decision-making. These are character attributes that are becoming 
ingrained in us as default settings. There are several reasons why this 
is so important. David Cook argues that we rarely make conscious 
moral decisions.  Most times we don’t think about the moral dilemma, 
but simply respond to it. If this is the case and our reactions are 
substantially instinctive, then the importance of developing Godly 
character is strengthened, because we are making so many of our 
ethical choices automatically. Good people have a greater chance of 
making good choices. Jesus is our model. It is his example we are 
called to imitate. It is his character we are called to develop through 
the working of his Spirit. These references reflect the overwhelming 
emphasis the New Testament places on growing the character of 
Jesus

For Stassen and Gushee, the obvious starting place to consider 
what specific virtues followers of Jesus should aspire to is the 
Sermon on the Mount and in particular the Beatitudes. Poverty of 
spirit, mercy, a thirst/hunger for justice, meekness/humility, 
peacemaking, compassion — these are some of the key qualities 
to be nurtured. For Jesus, our actions and behavior are a 
manifestation of much more fundamental core attitudes, motives 
and character qualities (Mark 7:21-22).  Theology of Work 
Project.

What distinguishes 
Christian ethics is not 
that it uses different 
approaches, but that it 
brings biblical values 
into each of these 
approaches. There are 
biblical commands (also 
called principles), 
biblically desired 
outcomes and biblical 
character traits (also 
called virtues) that 
Christians need to bring 
into their moral 
decisions, actions and 
development.

A commitment to the eradication of extreme poverty is expected to be one such challenge.
“The States participating in the UNCTAD Conference are determined… to find ways by which the 
human and material resources of the world may be harnessed for the abolition of poverty 
everywhere.” It goes on to recognize that “if privilege, extremes of wealth and poverty, and social 
injustice persist, then the goal of development is lost,” and that “national exertions [of developing 
countries to raise the living standards of their peoples] will be greatly impaired if not supplemented 
and strengthened by constructive international action based on respect for national sovereignty” 
UNCTAD AND The PosT-2015 AgeNDA

“Culture is not your friend. Culture is for other people’s convenience 
and the convenience of various institutions, churches, companies, tax 
collection schemes, what have you. It is not your friend. It insults you. 
It disempowers you. It uses and abuses you. Culture is a perversion. It 
fetishises objects, creates consumer mania, it preaches endless forms 
of false happiness, endless forms of false understanding in the form of 
squirrelly religions and silly cults. It invites people to diminish 
themselves and dehumanise themselves by behaving like machines. 
We have the money, the power, the medical understanding, the 
scientific know-how, the love and the community to produce a kind of 
human paradise. But we are led by the least among us – the least 
intelligent, the least noble, the least visionary. We are led by the least 
among us and we do not fight back against the dehumanising values 
that are handed down as control icons.”  Terence McKenna.

Austerity Poster

“Bringing together the voices of change from across 
the financial system the film, sponsored by Calouste 
Gulbenkian Foundation, is the culmination of two 
years of collaborative research with 100’s of finance 
professionals, policymakers, academics and 
advocacy groups to identify the most:                
- Promising policy interventions to reform the system;
- Effective incentives to encourage mainstream 
finance to act more responsibly; and
- New innovative business models, which could 
create a more resilient financial marketplace.”

The definition of resilience that we like best 
focuses on when systems bounce back 
from shocks but end up in a better state 
from where they started. Our findings are 
summarised in a paper we authored called 
“The State of Resilience in the UK.”  A video 
is also available.  Community Resilience 
Lab website.

“Capitalism is essentially a financial system.” 

Streetbank/ Freeconomy

There is currently an epidemic of ‘affluenza’ throughout the world – an obsessive, envious, keeping-up-with-
the-Joneses – that has resulted in huge increases in depression and anxiety among millions. Over a nine-
month period, bestselling author Oliver James travelled around the world to try and find out why. He 
discovered how, despite very different cultures and levels of wealth, affluenza is spreading. Cities he visited 
include Sydney, Singapore, Moscow, Copenhagen, New York and Shanghai, and in each place he interviewed 
several groups of people in the hope of finding out not only why this is happening, but also how one can 
increase the strength of one’s emotional immune system. He asks: why do so many more people want what 
they haven’t got and want to be someone they’re not, despite being richer and freer from traditional restraints? 
And, in so doing, uncovers the answer to how to reconnect with what really matters and learn to value what 
you’ve already got. In other words, how to be successful and stay sane.  Oliver James.

The Selfish Capitalist provides more detailed substantiation for the claims made inAffluenza. It looks deeper 
into the origins of the virus and outlines the political, economic and social climate in which it has grown. James 
points out that, since the seventies, the rich have got much, much richer, yet the average person’s wage has 
not increased at all. A rallying cry to the Government to reduce our levels of distress by adopting a form of 
unselfish capitalism, this hard-hitting and thought-provoking work tells us why our personal well-
being must take precedence over the wealth of a tiny minority if we are to cure ourselves of this disease. - See 
more at: http://www.selfishcapitalist.com/index.php/the-selfish-capitalist/#sthash.oiQ7WdAr.dpuf

Genuine Progress Indicator 
(GPI). Daly & Cobb

Henderson acknowledges a debt of gratitude to 
Warren Bennis and Philip Slater whose 1964 article 
“Democracy is Inevitable” has had a lasting 
influence on her work. Elaborating on their thesis, 
she maintains that the size and complexity of 
modern societies and institutions make it both 
inevitable and desirable for hierarchical structures to 
be flattened, organizations to be decentralized, and 
societies to become increasingly democratized at 
the local level, simply because this is not only the 
most efficient mode of operation, but also ensures 
flexibility and stability. She also speaks of the 
necessity in any democratic system for “feedback 
loops” where citizens and are in contact with each 
other and their leaders in a continuous dialogue. 
This is especially important, she says, since “the 
public is ahead of the politicians.” With the advent of 
new information technologies, she envisages 
expanding networks of citizens which will crosscut 
old power structures, facilitate learning, and “initiate 
a widespread politics of reconceptualization, 
transforming our fragmented worldview into a new 
paradigm based on planetary awareness as well as 
a new view of human nature.” “PARADIGMS IN 
PROGRESS: Life Beyond Economics”, By Hazel 
Henderson

Naomi Klein.  In THE SHOCK DOCTRINE, Naomi Klein explodes 
the myth that the global free market triumphed democratically. 
Exposing the thinking, the money trail and the puppet strings 
behind the world-changing crises and wars of the last four 
decades, The Shock Doctrine is the gripping story of how 
America’s “free market” policies have come to dominate the world
— through the exploitation of disaster-shocked people and 
countries.

USURY (definition from Anne Pettifor’s  'The Coming First World 
Debt Crisis' 2006 - p135]. Usury is defined by the Oxford 
Dictionary as "the fact, or practice of lending money at interest; 
esp. in later use, the practice of charging excessive or illegal 
rates of interest for money on loan." This is a definition too 
narrowly framed. It is vital for society to broaden the definition of 
usury, making it clear and explicit. Anne offers a revised 
definition to stimulate further debate: Usury is the practice of 
exalting money values over human and environmental values; of 
creating money at no cost and lending at rates of interest 
intended not to foster and maintain humanity or the ecosystem; 
but to a) accumulate reserves of unearned income; b) extract 
wealth from the productive sector in a manner that is parasitic; c) 
extract wealth from those from those who lack at wealth (the 
asset-less); and d) make a claim on the future.

What is capital? This essential meaning of capital has been lost 
to history. Capital is now confused with money, which is only one 
of the many forms in which it travels. It is always easier to 
remember a difficult concept in one of its tangible manifestations 
than in its essence. The mind wraps itself around “money” more 
easily than “capital.” But it is a mistake to assume that money is 
what finally fixes capital. Money facilitates transactions, allowing 
us to buy and sell things, but it is not itself the progenitor of 
additional production.

Great classical economists such as Adam Smith and, later, Karl 
Marx believed that capital was the engine that powered the 
market economy. In The Wealth of Nations, Smith emphasised 
one point that is at the very heart of the mystery we are trying to 
solve: for accumulated assets to become active capital and put 
additional production in motion, they must be fixed and realised 
in some particular subject “which lasts for some time at least after 
that labour is past. It is, as it were, a certain quantity of labour 
stocked and stored up to be employed, if necessary, upon some 
other occasion.” What I take from Smith is that capital is not the 
accumulated stock of assets but the potential it holds to deploy 
new production. This potential is, of course, abstract. It must be 
processed and fixed into a tangible form before we can release it
—just like the potential nuclear energy in Einstein’s brick. 
Hernando de Soto. ‘The Mystery of Capital’.

Quality of Capitalism?

Worship Let us be Human

Calamity is inevitable?

We do not need to persuade that calamity is coming.  I believe 
we are beyond the point when that is the most important 
question. What I most want to discuss is the question: “What is 
the path for the faithful in our time?”  For those who believe in a 
loving and merciful God, how do we respond in the face of 
calamity?  Sam Charles Norton.  “Let Us Be Human”. 

The Dark Mountain Project

The Dark Mountain Project is a network of writers, artists and 
thinkers who have stopped believing the stories our civilisation 
tells itself. We see that the world is entering an age of ecological 
collapse, material contraction and social and political unravelling, 
and we want our cultural responses to reflect this reality rather 
than denying it. The Project grew out of a feeling that 
contemporary art and literature were failing to respond honestly 
or adequately to the scale of our entwined ecological, economic 
and social crises. We believe that writing and art have a crucial 
role to play in coming to terms with this reality, and in questioning 
its foundations. From Uncivilisation: the Dark Mountain 
Manifesto. 

Underminers
Keith Farnish

Debunked?

Rise of Fascism or ‘Feudal-fascist’ society?
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